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A Scientist Reads the Bible 


THE MONTH OF JUNE 


The Church Calls for Young Women 


In our neighborhood the roses bloom in June. In the Calendar of 
Church Causes June is the month in which we make a special study of the 
work of deaconesses. 


The Church is calling for more deaconesses. Nearly two hundred dea- 
conesses are now serving in the United Lutheran Church in America. The 
Board of Deaconess Work has in hand calls for 20 per cent more deaconesses 
than are now in active service. 

In what other avenue of service in the church can this be said? Is there 
a call for 20 per cent more ministers? Are there calls for 20 per cent more 
missionaries? 

There are more deaconesses serving the church than any other class of 
full-time women workers. There are actual calls from congregations, insti- 
tutions and boards of the church for a larger increase in the number of 
deaconesses than for any other class of ¢hurch workers. The work of the 
church needs even more such women workers than she now calls for. 


Consider these facts, young woman. You are endowed with gifts and 
talents—you have a spirit and abilities which the work of the church needs. 
We know you are willing to do your part. We witness the courage, con- 
secration and spirit of sacrifice shown:by the number of young women who 
serve with the armed forces of the nation. 

The church is calling for deaconesses. Humanity is calling for the min- 
istry of love and mercy—the ministry which deaconesses have fulfilled so 
effectively. 


Young woman, I am speaking to you: You are needed to answer the 
call of the church for more deaconesses. You are called to follow in the 
honored succession of ministering servants of the Marys who ministered to 
our Lord Jesus while on earth. 


The deaconess is a “servant.” Come to the Training School (either 
Baltimore or Philadelphia) and prepare to serve the church. Whether you 
wear the uniform of the deaconess or not, come and train yourself to serve 
God’s needy ones. Your service is needed now in this crisis. It will be 
needed even more in the days of peace to follow. 


Young woman, God is calling you! 


Encouraging Responses to World Service Appeal 


TABULATED returns of cash and subscriptions to the National Lutheran 
Council’s World Action Fund of $1,000,000 are not yet available, but scat- 
tered reports from some of the synods promise 100 per cent response to the 
appeal. In one of the larger synods, receipts from 328 of 603 congregations 
amounted to $57,000. That synod’s “quota” is $111,400. Only failure to 
present the cause will defeat a “victory.” 

Noticeable in the progress of this appeal have been evidences of the 
serious state of mind of the congregations of the United Lutheran Church. 
There are no arguments as to the need of the money asked by the Church’s 
leaders. The sense of crisis is general, but the attitude of defeatism is 
absent. Promising for the future is the conviction that we as a Church are 
at the threshold of an era of great spiritual enrichment. 


Boundary Line Recommendations Approved 


THE seven paragraphs report of the Joint Committee on Intersynodical 
Relations of the Central Pennsylvania Synod and the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania were adopted by both these bodies in their conventions at Harris- 
burg, and Allentown May 24-27. Reports from both will appear in the 
June 16 issue of THe LUTHERAN. 
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his death was iceinc of the Depart} 


George Washington Carver 


Tus negro American’s recent 
death induced press reports of a life 
so remarkable in its achievements as) 
to excite wonder and admirationj 
among his fellow Americans. As an hays 
individual he was endowed with al tov Did 
combination of qualities with which 
few singly are gifted. His intel} 
lectual powers were so combined 
and employed as to uncover the™ 
riches of nature and of spirituality. 
His race in particular is his heir, but™ 
among mankind he is a prodigy. 

For his biography we quote Whos 
Who: 

He was born of slave parents o 
a farm near Diamond Grove, Mo.) 
about 1864. In infancy he lost his 
father, and was stolen and carried 
into Arkansas with his mother, who 
was never heard of again. He was 
bought from captors for a race horsey 
valued at $300, and returned to ie 
former home in Missouri. 

He worked his way through high 
school in Minneapolis, Kansas, and 
later through college and wagy 
awarded the following degrees: B.S 
Agr., Iowa State College of Agricul 
ture and Mechanic Arts, 1894, M.S 
Agr. 1896; D.Sc., Simpson College 9, Eon Ry 
Indianola, Iowa, 1928; unmarried. ‘ 

He was elected a member of tha}. 
faculty of Iowa State College of 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, anc 
placed in charge of the greenhouse 
devoting special attention to bac 
terial laboratory work in systematiq§ 
botany. 

He was a teacher at Tuskegee In: 
stitute since 1896, and at the time of 
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TOO LATE 


THERE are three ways to miss a train. First is misinformation about 
the railroad’s time schedule. This in turn has two explanations. The 
most aggravating is dependence on a discarded, now corrected, timetable. 
The second is an error in interpreting the array of figures that are a mod- 
ern transportation company’s schedule of trains and buses. 

A second explanation of the failure to be “on board” when the con- 
ductor’s announcement is heard is failure to arrive at the station on time. 
For this also there are two sorts of causes. One is an inadequate estimate 
of the preparation involved. Even the man who “travels light” must 
allow time to pack his traveling bag, buy his ticket, say good-byes and 
leave a forwarding address. 

But of all the agencies that make one arrive at. the station too late, 
the one most difficult to avoid is the relative or neighbor who insists on 
having a bit of conversation. One dare not be rude. The obviously 
friendly but not less time-consuming inquiries must be heard. 

But such occurrences to an individual are minor tragedies compared 
with the effects on a numerous company assembled for a worth-while 
purpose. It can be the annual conventions, such as U. L. C. A. synods 
have had during past weeks. A program which has divisions of time as 
well as of activities is the timetable for a great church’s journey of 
achievement. But watch what happens. Delegations are slow in arriving. 
Emphasis on some detail absorbs precious minutes of the convention’s 
allotment of hours. Disagreements traceable to personal tastes and dis- 
tastes sidetrack the whole company. Prolonged speeches consume patience 
as well as time and produce “Unfinished Business.” 


THE CHURCH 


INSTHE MEWS ........ hy G. Sao Ruff 


Reversing things 

THE average church is eager to in- 
vite as many people as possible to 
attend the services. The Vine Street 
Church of Christ in Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio, is differ- 
ent, for it has a few 
members it wishes to 
bar. 

Sixteen, in all, are 
accused of disrupting 
the services by “whis- 
pering comments, re- 
fusing to bow in prayer 
or stand for hymns, and 
writing anonymous letters to the 
minister,’ according to Religious 
News Service. 

The congregation has asked for an 
injunction restraining these people 
from entering its building. Judge 
Charles D. Hayden refused to grant 
this, on grounds that such action 
would infringe on the constitutional 
guarantee of freedom of worship. 
The congregation declares it will 
carry its case to the highest court, if 
necessary. 


Report on Norway 

Dr. OLE CHRISTIAN HALLESBY, who 
has been head of the Provisional 
Church Council in Norway, has been 
removed from his position by the 
Quisling government and interned 
at the Grini concentration camp out- 
side Oslo. 

Professor Hallesby had sent to all 
pastors a copy of his letter to Quis- 
ling protesting against conscripting 
Norwegians to work on German for- 
tifications. Labor of this kind is in 
violation of international law and of 
the conscience of numerous indi- 
viduals, the professor stated. “The 
church cannot keep silent in this 
matter of conscience. God has called 
on the church to be society’s warden 
wherever force is used against men’s 
souls,” he declared. 

Norwegian churchmen are _ be- 
lieved to have chosen Vicar H. E. 
Wisloeff of Oslo to replace Dr., Hal- 
lesby as head of the Council. This 
clergyman is known for his work in 
Norway’s Inner Mission Society. 
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The threat of the government to 
call clergymen to forced labor serv- 
ice has already resulted in the draft- 
ing of the Rev. Nils Eide to work at 
a U-boat station and the Rev. Gustav 
Hoyden to work at an airport. 


Catholic statistics 


THERE are 13,416 Roman Catholic 
parishes with resident priests in the 
United States, Alaska, and the 
Hawaiian Islands, says the 1943 
Directory recently published. There 
are also 5,560 mission churches. 
Total membership is 22,945,247, an 
increase of 389,005 during the year. 

There are in this territory twenty- 
one Roman Catholic archbishops, of 
whom two are cardinals. There are 
129 bishops; 36,970 priests. 

The number of seminaries has de- 
creased ten, to a total of 193, while 
students for the priesthood number 
16,838. Last year there were 17,545 
such students. Number of children 
attending parochial schools is 
2,048,723, and students at Catholic 
colleges and academies 472,472. 

There were 86,905 persons con- 
verted to Roman Catholicism last 
year, the directory states. 


United Church 


THE proposed basis of union of 
the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church with the Congregational 
Christian Churches has been pub- 
lished. These bodies would merge 
under the name, “The United 
Church in America.” 

Discussion of the plans will take 
place at meetings of the thirty-four 
synods of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church this year, but no for- 
mal expression will be made until 
the general synod has acted. 


Episcopal-Presbyterian 

Action on the proposed Episcopal- 
Presbyterian merger has been taken 
at numerous Episcopal conventions 
in the last month, with varying re- 
sults. The Episcopal Diocese of Con- 
necticut affirmed the plan. Favorable 
action was also taken by the Rhode 
Island Diocese. The Diocese of West- 


ern New York says it “is a step in | 
the right direction.” The Diocese of © 
Massachusetts favors the union. 

The Long Island diocese split | 


Milwaukee voted complete disap- 
proval and rejection. 


Unitarians kept out of Council — 


THE application of the Grosse | 
Pointe Unitarian Church for mem- | 
bership in the Detroit Council of | 
Churches has been rejected. The | 
Council membership is limited to | 
“evangelical” churches. 

The Unitarian congregation did — 
not profess to have changed its doc- | 
trinal position to qualify as an “evan- 
gelical” church. “y 


New preaching mission 


® A natTION-wiwwE Christian Mission . | 
on World Order will be held next | 
fall in more than 100 United States | 
cities, according to plans of the | 
Federal Council of Churches. | 

The mission will be conducted in | 
a three weeks’ period beginning No- 
vember 1 by a number of national | 
and international church leaders. 
Purpose of the mission is to “help in | 
creating a Christian public opinion | 
for a just and durable world order.” 


Four to go ae 
Cauirornia is the forty-fourth| 
state to approve some form of re- 
leased time religious education, re- 
ports Religious News Service. Gov. 
Earl Warren has signed the Mc- 
Milland bill which permits public 
school children to receive religious 
instruction during school hours. | 
Only Delaware, Nevada, New! 
Hampshire, and Wyoming have) 
taken no action, either in legislature 
or through the courts, on this issue. q 
Dr. O. Fred Nolde, of the Phila-§ 
delphia Lutheran Seminary, andj 
John B. McFadden, representing they/§ 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
recently argued before the Philadel- 
phia Board of Education for released § 
time.in the city’s schools. : 


The Lutheran ; 


Though Belgium is equally with 
Holland under the heel of the con- 
queror she is far more favorably 
situated, colonially speaking, than 
‘her neighbor. The rich Pacific pos- 
sessions of the Netherlands are in 
_the hands of the Japanese, ready to 
be exploited fully, if Japan can keep 
her hands on the territory. Bel- 


_ happier fate. Screened from direct 
attack by Allied territory and armed 
forces, and further protected by an 
efficient army of her own and a 
loyal native population, the Belgian 
Congo has made valuable and grow- 
ing contributions to the supplies 
needed by the United Nations. The 
_ chief contributions are at present 
_about 8 per cent of the world’s out- 
“put of copper, or 267,000 tons; this 
' year about 25 per cent of the Allied 
supply of tin; a considerably en- 
 larged supply of rubber; 20,000 tons 
_ of copal, in times of peace the chief 
' constituent of varnish, but now im- 
portant in armament production; 
8,000 tons of an excellent jute sub- 
_ stitute. Other minerals, rare earths 

and precious stones are also con- 
_ tributed, as well as secondary prod- 

ucts of acids, glycerine, soaps, oils, 
cloth, timber, and food products for 
cattle and people. The latter will 
largely be diverted to the needs of 
_ devastated territories of Africa. 


Mother’s Day can be commer- 
cialized with other things beside 
- flowers, telegrams and cards—at 
least the attempt in that direction 
~ was made in Mexico recently. Last 
year Senora Soledad, the wife of 
_ Mexico’s President Camacho, de- 
_ cided to commemorate the day by 
satisfying the loans on all sewing 
; machines which poor working wo- 
men had placed in pawn in the gov- 
ernment’s public pawnshops. How 
greatly the gesture of the President’s 
lady was appreciated is attested by 
a report from the pawnshops, as 
: Mother’s Day approached this year, 

that there was a greatly increased 
us demand for loans on sewing ma- 
chines. Alas for the hopeful anticipa- 
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gium’s colonial empire has had a_ 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


tions of thrifty souls! Senora Sole- 
dad Avila Camacho caused the 
government agency to announce that 
this year she would distribute 17,000 
kerosene stoves to the poor mothers 
of Mexico! 


‘We Are Told that the Fascist 
Party personnel in Italy are now on 
24-hour duty daily for “emergency 
service of any kind.” The “emer- 
gency,” of course, has come with a 
vengeance, quite in the way of 
poetic justice, and there likely will 
be enough to do to fill every hour of 
the day; but what are the Fascists 
going to use for sleep? Perhaps 
Mussolini thinks they have had too 
much rest sleeping on their job, or, 
as he has charged, misusing the time 
to graft food and money by the ex- 
ercise of the privileges and powers 
of their official standing. There have 
been many and terrible threats of an 
impending “purge” among the Fas- 
cists based upon the reports of wide- 
spread rottenness in the party, 
though how a thoroughly bad egg 
can be purged is a mystery to the 
common mind less addled than Mus- 
solini’s. However, the purge seems 
to have been taking place volun- 
tarily in the organization. According 
to the February 1943 report of the 
former party secretary of the Fas- 
cists, Aldo Vidussoni, the decline of 
membership in the Fascist Party has 
been very large during the last year 
—of the general organization, count- 
ing all affiliates, from 27,376,301 to 
12,367,281; of the Fasci di Combat- 
timento (the active-duty lads who 
early dealt in super-doses of castor 
oil and physical violence to those 
who had minds of their own), from 


4,770,000 to 2,633,907; of the wo- 


men’s auxiliaries, from 1,027,409 to 
359,370. The only branch that 
showed an inconsiderable increase 
was the youth group, which added 
nearly 1,000,000 members auto- 
matically by official age enlistment. 


Overseas News Agency reported 
recently (April 18) on a_ secret 
“Gallup Poll” taken among the oc- 


Ky Gulius FE Seebach 


cupying German troops by Belgian 
patriots. The result, as smuggled 
out to London, indicates that the 
rank and file of the troopers no 
longer believe in a final German vic- 
tory, though they hope a compromise 
peace may be effected. (The recent 
decisions in North Africa are not 
likely to encourage that hope.) A 
deepening mood of depression is re- 
ported as resting upon the soldiers, 
a condition which is expressed by an 
abnormal number of suicides among 
them. Their dejection has a typical 
illustration in the reply of a soldier 
to a Belgian patriot who commented 
on the insignia of the Polish cam- 
paign on the soldier’s uniform. The 
soldier responded angrily, ‘“Dumb- 
bells are everywhere; smart people 
stay home.” 


The Archbishop. of Canterbury’s 
warning (April 23) concerning the 
dangers of lowering morality under 
the stress of war conditions in Brit- 
ain calls for serious consideration 
elsewhere, everywhere, especially in 
our own country. Our land, fre- 
quently reproached as “the most 
lawless country in the world” (until 
the Nazis jealously appropriated the 
title), has naturally not been im- 
proved by the abnormal conditions . 
produced by war. High wages, longer 
hours, many’ mothers in factories 
and war plants for hours day and 
night, with their children too often 
left to their own devices, have all 
made their contribution to the 
breaking down of moral standards, 
particularly among the youth of the 
land. J. Edgar Hoover has just is- 
sued a warning (May 11) on youth- 
ful delinquency: “During 1942 ar- 
rests of. girls under twenty-one 
increased 55.7 per cent over the 1941 
figure. Even more shocking were the 
still higher figures on arrests for 
certain specific offenses indicating a 
general letdown in moral standards 
among our young girls.” It would be 
a tragedy of the first order to win a 
war across the seas only to lose a 
more. vital one on the home front 
because home life has degenerated. 
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On Deaconess Duty 


From Virginia to Tunisia 
June 2 to May 10 


Excerpts from SISTER NORA McCOMBS' Letters Give Graphic Details of 


United States Hospital Service 


Camp Lee, Va., June 2, 1942. “Ar- 
rived at camp last night. . . . It is so 
different from anything I ever ex- 
pected. . . . The nurses are friendly 
and helpful. ... The meals are good, 
and there is plenty of everything. 
This morning I was fingerprinted, 
teok typhoid inoculation, Tetanus 
Toxoid, smallpox vaccination, and 
had my blood typed. Now I am 
ready for duty at 7.00 A. M. tomor- 
row. I have been assigned to the 
psychopathic ward.” 


June 5. “A Lutheran nurse, rec- 
ognizing my deaconess garb as I ar- 
rived, asked me if I would still be 
a deaconess when I wore the uni- 
form of an army nurse. I said, ‘Yes, 
and after the duration I expect to 
continue my work as a deaconess.’ 
She seemed glad to speak to me 
about her soul’s welfare. I sincerely 
hope that I can help her.” 


June 11. “Since I signed for for- 
eign duty I have asked to be trans- 
ferred from S. U. No. 1326 to the 
45th Unit, which is soon to leave for 
overseas duty, but must first have 
forty more nurses to complete the 
WOOO EE aa On a glastex chain around 
my neck I wear two metal tags about 
two inches long and one and a half 
inches wide. On the tags are my 
serial number, No. 725526, the date 
I completed my tetanus vaccination, 
‘P’ for Protestant, ‘O? for my type 
of blood, and your fyll name and 
address (Sister Martha Hansen).” 


June 22. “I have just come from 
headquarters, where I had to sign 
out of Service Unit 1326 to the 45th 
Unit. I must take with me a year’s 
supply of almost everything; so I 
shall have to shop. I have my gas 
mask... . Every Saturday is inspec- 
tion day at the hospital. Every nook 
and corner is observed. My ward 
doors were not propped open prop- 
erly and a few tin cans had to be 
thrown out.” 


June 30. “Today is my day off— 
we get one day a month. This morn- 


These letters were addressed to Directing 
Sister Martha Hansen of the Baltimore Mother- 
house, to whom we are indebted for the ex- 
cerpts herewith published. Eb. 
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Sister Nora McCombs 


ing I shopped at the Post Exchange. 
On my way to the ‘Post’ I went into 
a chapel; the organ was playing and 
its music meant a great deal to me. 
It was good to enter ‘His House’ for 
a few moments. There are no chapels 
near the Nurses’ Barracks. We go 
to church services in the Red Cross 
Building. .. . This afternoon a ‘jeep’ 
from the 45th Headquarters came 
for me and brought me back with 
my supply of uniforms, etc. Where 
I will find room for these and other 
supplies in my small trunk is a mys- 
tery to me. We are not allowed to 
carry a pocketbook, only a billfold.” 


July 3. “Greetings! ... Each day 
here I find new opportunities for 
service among those with whom I 
live and work. This hospital can care 
for 1,200 patients at present, but it is 
being enlarged... . My patients need 
help not only for the body, but for 
mind and soul as well. They need 
your prayers. .. . When the Church 
makes an appeal for money to help 
the boys in camp, give! 

“My devotional books and the lit- 
erature I brought with me and that 
received from the National Lutheran 
Council I keep where the nurses can 
see them when they come to my 
room. Many of them have taken 
some of it to their rooms. One girl 
told me her soul was sick and asked 
if she might have two of my devo- 
tional books. I gave them to her. I 
pray that she may find peace of mind 
and soul. She left a few days ago for 
foreign service. .. . We pass two 


chapels on the way to the Post Ex- 
change. I often take the nurses into 
one for a few minutes. My heart 
rejoices to see the light in their eyes | 
when they hear the organ and are 
reminded that they are in the ‘House 
of Prayer.’ ” | 


Sunday, July 6. “I was off duty at 
9.00 A. M. but remained on the ward | 
until 9.30 so as to go with some of. 
the patients to church service. 
Chaplain Thompson, a Presbyterian, 
of the 45th Unit had an excellent 


sermon.” 

July 16. “We have had our gas 
mask drill and have learned to ap-| 
preciate their value after going 
through the gas chamber. We drill 
two afternoons each week... .I am 


now working on the Surgical Ward.” 


August 1. “I am getting a leave 
from August 9-11. I shall visit my 
folks in Kannapolis, N. C. . Tos 
morrow we shall have a Communion 
Service. I hope my patients will be 
well enough for me to leave for an 
hour. We have only twenty-eight on 
the ward now. We sent eleven out 
today and admitted three new ones. 

. The booklets, ‘A Bow Unfading,’” 
by Dr. Zimmerman, is appreciated 
by the nurses; please send more.” 


September 17. “My visit to the 
Motherhouse was everything I could 
hope for; it could not have been bet- 
ter. God has been so good to me. I 
have good friends, loved ones, and 
I have everything I really need. I 
don’t deserve all these good things, 
but I am thankful for them. ... We 
had to be on the drill field by 1.30 
P. M. We hiked through the coun- 
try, and when we returned we were 
so wet with perspiration that I could 
almost wring water out of my 
blouse.” | 


October 2. “This morning we had 
Communion Service in the Red 
Cross Building. We had a full house. 
This evening I went to Chapel No. 3 
to hear a Negro choir from Rich- 
mond.... Last week we took a new 
set of exercises and we were so sore 
and stiff we could hardly sit down 
or get up. We were like a bunch of 
old ladies. Everybody took it good- 
naturedly. ... We got a lot of new 
nurses Ocioben 1. This morning two. 
of them, Lutheran girls, went to. 
chapel with me.’ : 


October 22. “Every Thursday at 
6.30 P, M. the Protestant chaplains: 


The Lutheran! 


have a song service and a short lec- 


‘ture on the Sunday school lesson. I 


suppose there were about 150 pres- 
ent this evening. I was off duty so 
I went by the ward where I work 
and about fifteen of my patients 
went with me. One was a Jew. Two 
weeks ago I took a Jewish patient to 
a Sunday service.” 


November 14. “We have been 
very busy this week. Many of the 
nurses from the S. U. No. 1326 have 
been sent to other camps and to for- 
eign duty. Our patients are all very 
ill and need much attention. ... We 
continue to drill each week. Yester- 
day we got our steel helmets. They 
are heavy and not too comfortable. 
. .. IL have been made charge nurse 
in our ward, and was told to put a 
black band on my cap.” 


December 2. “Thanksgiving Day 
we had a bountiful dinner and the 
tables were beautifully decorated. 

. . The patients were a bit de- 
pressed. There were memories of 
past years, and their loved ones were 
far away. Each patient was well re- 
membered with candy, cigarettes, 
fruit and a turkey dinner for all who 


were able to eat that kind of food. 


. .. I wish I were the chaplain or 
deaconess, so that I could devote all 
my time to the mental and spiritual 
needs of my patients. They need it 
so much. I try to give them as much 


mas |-can.” 


December 26. “I wish you could 
have been here Christmas Eve to 
see the patients open the gifts the 


-Motherhouse Family sent them. We 


brought the gifts to the ward and the 


| patients arranged the gifts on a table 
_ placed in the middle of the ward. 


~ mon. 


The other nurses and I bought each 
a folder of writing paper to add to 


_the gifts. At 6 P. M. we gathered in 


the ward. One of the patients played 
Santa. He made a little speech with 


each gift presented and kept us all in 
stitches. Then we sang carols. Fifty 


men thank you for your Christmas 
gifts. ... I went to a 9.30 A. M. 
Christmas service. It was a beauti- 


ful service of music, carols and ser- 
” 


January 28, 1943. “This morning 
a patient came to me carrying a 
Bible he had found in the ward. He 


_ wanted me to order him one like it. 


He had never seen a Bible in the 


_ stores where he came from. Will you 


, 


buy one for him with the $2,00 en- 
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closed? I am beginning to feel like 


‘the Old Woman who lived in a shoe.’ 
But I enjoy it.” 


February 7. “The Bible arrived 
Saturday and the patient certainly 
was proud of it. Another patient saw 
it and now he would like to have one. 
I tried to get a leave for the tenth of 
February; but no more leaves are 
granted. I was told I could have one 
and a half days off to visit Baltimore 
next week. I do not know what we 
will do for nurses, several are ill.” 


February 12. “The second Bible 
arrived this morning. I will take it 
to the patient tomorrow. .. . Plans 
can be quickly changed. . . . I shall 
not be with you as planned, my ‘long 
day’ being canceled. . . . If you 
should not hear from me for a while, 
keep on writing anyway.” 


March 14. “Ash Wednesday was 
entirely different from the way I 
usually spend it; but it will be one I 
shall never forget. I have had no 
opportunity to attend any Lenten 
services; however I am hoping to 
attend a church service tomorrow. 
For my private devotions I am using 
two Lenten devotional booklets. . . .” 


North Africa, April 1. “Greetings 
from the continent most of us called 
The Dark Continent when we were 
in the United States! But even here 
God has touched earth with beauty. 
Colorful flowers sending their per- 
fumes to the passer-by, lovely trees, 
plants, birds, laughter of children. 

“Several of us went sightseeing. 
Our taxi was Old Dobbin hitched to 
some sort of vehicle and we secured 
an English-speaking guide. We saw 
many interesting things. There were 
sights and scenes that reminded me 
of stories and parables that Jesus 
told while living on earth. Some- 
times I feel that I am dreaming, and 
the pictures in my Bible story books 
have suddenly come to life. 

“T am glad we studied religions of 
the world when I was a student at 
the Motherhouse. Here I have met 
up with them, and it helps me un- 
derstand the people a little better. 
How they need Jesus and His love! 

“We have a very nice place to hold 
Protestant services. We have a chap- 
lain who lives what he preaches, and 
he is loved and admired by all. He 
is a young man from Virginia. We 
have a choir, and it will sing for the 
first time April 11. I am in it, but 


my singing is not so good; but it 
comes from the heart. We have so 
much to be thankful for here and 
you who live in America have more.” 


April 7. “Ten years ago last eve- 
ning I put on the garb for the first 
time. I have many happy memories 
of those years; and some day I hope 
to be back with you. I am happy to 
serve my country, for it has need 
of nurses during this crisis. There is 
joy in service when rendered in the 
Spirit of the Master. ... 

“Norma and I had a long walk 
after breakfast. We saw many lovely 
homes with yards filled with colorful 
flowers. On our way back we stopped _ 
at the Red Cross Club. Norma 
played the radio until someone 
started playing the piano. One group 
was playing ping pong, and others 
were reading or playing games. This 
is a large room and we enjoy coming 
here. There are calla lilies, red roses, 
pink poppies in vases scattered 
through the room.” 


April 14. “We received our first 
mail from the States last evening 
and we were a happy group! It was 
good to hear from you and my home 
folks. ... I have been to class, but 
find it hard to pronounce words so 
strange to me. I shall have to study 
diligently, and can, now that I have 
a room to myself. . . . Believe it or 
not, I had some chocolate ice cream 
yesterday, but it was not so good— 
to me. ... The Red Cross has done 
many things for our comfort and 
happiness. When you give to the Red 
Cross you give to a worthy cause...” 


April 23. “Last night I felt like a 
queen. I slept between sheets for 
the first time since leaving the 
States, and, believe it or not, I had 
a hot tub bath also. I am getting to 
be a seamstress: I sewed for the hos- 
pital yesterday, and hemmed my 
sheets and made pillow cases from 
material received from the Red 
Cross. 

“Today I went riding in a new 
kind of taxi, a wheel-chair-like affair 
fastened to a bicycle. I felt awfully 
mean sitting on one of those things 
and having someone else pull me.” 


April 25, “Easter Day! It has been 
a wonderful day for us. We had a 
Sunrise Service, held in a garden. A 
band played several selections of 
Easter music, the choir sang an 
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Rays from Pacific Northwest 


Synodical Duties and Zeal for Performance Evident 


By EDWIN J. JOHNSON, News Letter Staff 


THERE was a time when the 
Pacific Northwest Territory had lit- 
tle interest except for those seeking 
adventure and a fortune; but that 
time is past. It hasn’t been so long 
ago that easterners thought of the 
west as a remote and uncultured sec- 
tion of the country. Today even they 
think differently, what with thou- 
sands of their people flowing west- 
ward like the surging of the sea. 
That has also been true of Lutheran 
people, particularly from, midwest- 
ern states, especially in the past two 
years. The war industries have of- 
fered work and good wages. Now 
that these fine Lutheran folks have 
come out to the Pacific coast, it is 
comforting and assuring that we 
shall be more a part of the whole 
Church, through increased interest. 


CHALLENGE TO THE UNCHURCHED 


The Pacific Synod, meeting in an- 
nual convention May 11 to 13 in St. 
Paul’s Church, Spokane, Wash., the 
Rev. Paul C. Wharton pastor, was 
mindful of this great challenge to 
thousands of unchurched Lutherans 
and unchurched people of all groups. 
From the opening to the concluding 
session there was a marvelous spirit 
of enthusiasm and devotion man- 
ifested. 

Our worthy president, the Rev. 
John L. Sawyer, presided over the 
sessions in a masterful way. The 
Rev. Karl W. Brockhaus served as 
chaplain, following the theme, 
“Christianity’s Pillar of Power,” in 
three meditations, “Our Strength in 
Christ,” “The Triumph of Faith,” 
and “The Hidden Things of Peace.” 
The Holy Communion Service was 
held Tuesday evening, with Pres- 
ident Sawyer preaching the sermon 
on “Design for Tomorrow.” 

“The Future of Christian Educa- 
tion” was the challenging appeal pre- 
sented by Fred C. Wiegman, D.D., 
president of Midland College. It was 
a warming message for the conven- 
tion, as it resulted in action to give 
one dollar per communing member 
to Midland instead of sixty cents. 

The presence of R. H. Gerberding, 
D.D., as the representative of the ex- 


aie 


ecutive board of the United Lu- 
theran Church, was helpful and 
timely. Inasmuch as the Pacific 
Synod is a child of the Synod of the 
Northwest, of which Dr. Gerberding 
is the president, he could as a father 
in the faith bring much of inspira- 
tion from the experience of his 
larger and older synod. That he truly 
did in speaking of “Normal Church 


Responsibilities,” of “Emergency 
Church Responsibilities’ and “Our 
Wartime World Work.” His wise 


counsel was of great profit and bless- 
ing to the convention. 


INTERSYNODICAL OPPORTUNITIES 


Committee reports, which indi- 
cated that this is an active synod, 
were the result of faithful work and 
careful planning. Since the nu- 
merical strength of synod isn’t so 
great, larger committee responsibil- 
ities must be laid upon the brethren. 
They are ready to accept and meet 
them with cheerful willingness. Lu- 
theran Student Work showed at 
least one bright spot, at Corvallis, 
Oregon, the location of the State 
College. The Augustana Synod has 
been given the full responsibility for 
that work. They have a pastor on 
the field and are expanding the 
work. Mrs. Harry Bell, president of 
the Women’s Synodical Missionary 
Society, in her gracious manner, 
brought felicitations with a chal- 
lenging note for greater work. We 
were especially favored to have a 
number of pastors and lay folks 
from other Lutheran bodies present. 
We were greeted by the Rev. John 
M. Groschupf of the American Lu- 
theran, and Carl Lund, D.D., of the 
Augustana Synod. It was a coin- 
cidence that the Columbia Confer- 
ence of the Augustana Synod was 
holding their convention in Spokane 
the same week. There were many 
warm expressions of intersynodical 
unity, but the best was expressed by 
Dr. Lund when he read from John 
10: 14-16, and commented that 
“There never was any division in the 
Church of Christ.” 

The climax of debate, enthusiasm 
and determination to go forward 


was reached when the report of the © 
Mission Committee was given. Pres- 
ident Sawyer, who possesses a large 
measure of courageous faith and — 
spiritual vision, sounded the keynote | 
of the convention when he declared, | 
“Now is the time to step forward on 
faith if we want to remain a synod 
in the United Lutheran Church.” | 
This was prompted by two things: | 
the need and the responsibility. The 
need to care for thousands of un-— 
churched people in the larger areas, 
and the challenge to Christians to 
arise and do the Lord’s work. The - 
convention met the appeal by ac- 
cepting a larger program for church 
expansion, by calling a young wo-_ 
man who will become an assistant” 
to pastors in doing Home Mission 
work in the larger industrial areas. 
Her first assignment will be in the 
Seattle Housing areas, assisting our 
four pastors in that city. Later the 
work may be strengthened in other 
cities. The need is great in Spokane 
with expansion of war industries, 
and an influx of thousands of people. © 
That is also true of Portland, Ore., 
and Vancouver, B. C. In the Van-— 
couver, Wash., area we already have 
been given ascieianee through the 
National Lutheran Council, together 
with some synodical aid. Truly “The 
fields are ripe unto harvest.” : 

During the past year two of the | 
brethren were called to their eter- 
nal reward: the Rev. T. A. Schoen- — 
berg and the Rev. Andrew Engese ? 
A fitting memorial service was held, 
conducted by F. S. Beistel, D.D. 


A 


Sip 


OFFICERS RE-ELECTED © 

Faithfulness is always well re-— 
warded in the right kind of Christian 
circles. That was true of the syn-— 
odical officers, who were re-elected: 
the Rev. J. L. Sawyer, president; 
Walter I. Eck, D.D., secretary; the 
Rev. T. A. Jansen, statistician; Mr. 
Marvin C. Johnson, treasurer. The’ 
latter three brethren brought com- 
mendable reports, showing efficient 
and. painstaking work. The Rev. | 
Edwin Bracher served as assistant 
secretary of synod. The writer was 
chosen by the convention to serve as 
reporter to THe LUTHERAN. 

Synod will hold its next conven- : 
tion in the American Lutheran j 
Church, Salem, Oregon. 

The twenty-five parishes of synod 
were represented by nineteen pas- 
tors and thirteen lay delegates. 
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_ Ir was a rare event in the annals 
of Midwest Synod when the two 
candidates for ordination, classmates 
in the seminary and both sons of the 
parsonage, had their fathers take 
part in the service that set them 
apart to the gospel ministry. Their 
elders, Pastor Hugo Welchert, Sr., of 
Emerson, Nebr., and Pastor Paul 
Otto Spehr of Stateline Church, 
Diller, Nebr., had particular reason 
to recollect the past. They them- 
selves had been classmates in their 
seminary days and came to this 
‘country, about the same time thirty 
years ago, when both were ordained 
by this same synod which now 
asked God’s blessing upon their sons. 
Both fathers contributed brief med- 
itations, and the sermon for the oc- 
casion was delivered by the Rev. 
W. F. Churchill of Bennington, Nebr. 
These were solemn moments as the 
officers of synod, joined by the 
fathers, invoked the grace of God 
‘upon the new pastors. They are the 
Rev. Werner Welchert, called to St. 
John’s Church, Lanham, Kan., and 
the Rev. Otto Spehr, who is serving 
St. Paul’s Church, Diller. 


‘DEVOTIONAL SERVICES 


Synod convened at St. 
hurch, the Rev. Hugo Welchert, 
, pastor, six miles north of Hooper. 
mn the opening night a Communion 
ervice was held at which the pres- 
ident of synod, the Rev. Herman 
Goede of Columbus, Nebr., preached 
e sermon on Romans 12: 2, “Be 
ot conformed to this world.” He 

rew a series of clear distinctions 
between the Kingdom within and 


Left to right: The Pastors P. O. Spehr, father; Otto Spehr, son; William Harder, 
' father; M. J. Harder, son; Werner Welchert, son; Hugo Welchert, father 
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Ordinations in the Foreground 


Inductions and Anniversaries Highlight Midwest Synod's Convention 


By MARTIN SCHROEDER 


the world in which the Christian is 
a stranger. He was assisted by the 
secretary of synod, the Rev. Lorin J. 
Wolff, and the treasurer, the Rev. 
Gustav K. Wiencke. 

Other services held included the 
fiftieth ordination anniversary of the 
Rev. William Harder. He was ad- 
dressed on this occasion by Pastor 
M. Jensen of Pilger, Nebr., who 
touched the hearts of his hearers by 
drawing upon the preceding ordina- 
tion service in picturing the past, 
present, and future of the minis- 
terial office. A special surprise was 
in store for the celebrant when his 
son, M. J. Harder, pastor of St. 
John’s Church, Johnsonburg, Pa., 
appeared on the scene unexpectedly. 
The 2,400-mile round trip to his 
father’s jubilee was an all-expense 
birthday present on the part of the 
son’s congregation, whose natal day 
coincided with the father’s anniver- 
sary. 

Services in memory of Pastors C. 
Goede, Sr., Paul Raschke, and R. 
Kuehne, D.D.; a pastor’s wife, Mrs. 
F. C. Schuldt; and a pastor’s son, 
Pfe. Samuel P. Loeffler, were con- 
ducted by the Rev. Paul Wald- 
schmidt, who spoke the words of 
comfort and assurance. 

Dr. M. Koolen of Friedens Church, 
Lincoln, Nebr., was chaplain and was 
in charge of devotions preceding 
each day’s work. Pastor F, Weisen- 
born of Syracuse, Nebr., spoke Fri- 
day evening on Zechariah 4: 6, “Not 
by might... but by my Spirit.” Dr. 
F. W. Nolte of Westboro, Mo., and 
the Rev. H. O. Rhode of Bloomfield, 
Nebr., shared in the Sunday morn- 


ing closing hour of worship, the 
former bringing the message. The 
choirs of Zion, Hooper, St. John’s, 
Scribner, and St. John’s, Ridgeley, 
combined with that of the host 
church in special anthems under the 
direction of Mr. E, Lamberty, pro- 
fessor of music at the Scribner High 
School. 


INCREASES AND SHRINKAGE | 


The first business session Thurs- 
day morning found a surprisingly 
large number of the delegates ready 
for action in spite of restrictions 
which the emergency has created. 
Only a few of those who could rea- 
sonably have been expected were 
absent. The greatest distance was 
covered by Pastor Fred Ollendorf of 
Shattuck, Okla., 550 miles. 

The president reported five new 
pastors: Milton Moore, Platte Cen- 
ter, Nebr.; Harvey Bernhardt, Linn, 
Kan.; S. Kenneth de Freese, Wayne, 
Nebr.; E. J. Moede, Hildreth, Nebr.; 
and J. J. Bahuth of Schuyler, Nebr. 

The treasurer’s report was the 
most optimistic in many years, show- 
ing a 24 per cent increase over the 
previous twelve-month period. But 
while the keeper of the vaults, Pas- 
tor G. K. Wiencke, was still on the 
floor, holding forth on the favorable 
condition of his accounts, reports 
poured in over the radio that the 
late but heavy frost during the pre- 
vious night, accompanied by sleet, 
had damaged 90 per cent of the win- 
ter wheat in western Nebraska. If 
the prediction holds true, his will be 
a different story one year hence. 
This year’s outstanding showing re- 
veals that Midwest is ready to sup- 
port the church’s work according to 
its ability. 

Pastor E. C. Hansen, statistician, 
reported certain shrinkages, but a 
2.5 per cent increase in the baptized 
membership. Indebtedness has gone 
down, with the Kansas Conference 
free of any liability. Only 2.4 per 
cent of the synod’s property is en- 
cumbered. Among the 84 pastors on 
the synodical roll 64 are actively 
serving congregations. 


THE U. L. C. A.'S REPRESENTATIVE 
Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, promo- 
tional secretary for the U. L. C. A., 
was the special representative from 
the general body. That the sixty 
minutes allotted him were repeat- 
edly extended until the better part 
(Continued on page 18) 


Countering “This World’s Wisdom” 


Northwest Synod's Convention Plans More Direct Youth Conservation 


“More is being said about religion 
now than has been said for many 
years,” declared Richard H. Ger- 
berding, D.D., president of the 
Synod of the Northwest, in the in- 
spiring sermon that he preached at 
the Communion Service Tuesday 
morning, May 18, with which the 
fifty-third annual convention began 
in Holy Trinity Church, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., the Rev. Carl H. 
Bartsch pastor. 

“We are coming out of our smug 
complacency,” Dr. Gerberding con- 
tinued, “and we are discovering that 
religion is more elemental than 
hunger or thirst. The world is com- 
ing to an understanding of sin. 
Christianity can change the world 
and would change the world if 
enough people would yield to its 
power.” 

The Rev. Ralph Mortensen, Lu- 
theran missionary to China, re- 
patriated last year on the “Grips- 
holm,” told synod that one hundred 
million Russians have learned to 
read in the past twenty years, and 
that two hundred million Chinese 
will learn to read in the next twenty 
years. He said that we must send 
Bibles for these people. “China 
needs ten thousand missionaries,” he 
said. 


TREASURER JENSEN'S REPORT 


There was much interest in the 
report made by the synodical treas- 
urer, Mr. J. K. Jensen. The gen- 
eral fund benevolence was $100,259 
in. 1942, an increase of about 11 per 
cent, and the first time the amount 
ever passed $100,000. The average 
per capita benevolent giving during 
1942 was $3.18 a confirmed member. 

Mr. Charles A. Gottschalk, ‘stat- 
istician, reported that “the statistics 
clearly reflect the war conditions, 
although not to as marked a degree 
as one might expect.” Baptized 
membership increased 2.5 per cent, 
to 71,976; confirmed membership 
rose to 49,416, also a 2.5 per cent in- 
crease; Sunday school enrollment 
dropped 5.7 per cent, down to 16,648. 
Church indebtedness was reduced 
about 10 per cent. Church expenses 
increased 8,8 per cent. The percent- 
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By GEORGE B. McCREARY 


age of confirmed members com- 
muning in 1942 was 80.6; last year 
it was 80.9. 

At the service on Tuesday eve- 
ning, the Rev. Harold T. Rasmussen, 


-the gifted young pastor formerly 


serving the Polar-Antigo Parish in 
Wisconsin, was installed as synod’s 
full-time stewardship secretary. In 
his very lucid sermon, Pastor Ras- 
mussen clearly set forth that flour- 
ishing congregations always stress 
benevolence. “There is no salvation 
without service,” he said. “The grace 
of Christ flows through us, or it 
never gets to us. Believing in His 
love, I am ready to renew my belief 
that life is a stewardship.” 


MR. ARTHUR P. BLACK 


executive secretary of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s Movement for Steward- 
ship, the United Lutheran Church in 
America’s representative to the con- 
vention, told how United Lutheran 
benevolence has risen every year 
during the past six years, making a 
total increase of $247,000. ‘“When- 
ever the spiritual trend is in the 
right direction,” Mr. Black said, “the 
finances go in the right direction. 
Benevolences are the life blood of 
the congregation.” 

Synod voted $300 to Sursum 
Corda. It is said that this is the only 
magazine published among _ non- 
Roman Christians in America de- 
voted to church music and liturgics. 
The editor, Pastor Clarence B. Lund, 
of St. John’s, Elkhorn, Wis., has used 
all the resources of his heart and 
purse in giving life to this inspired 
magazine. Synod felt that Pastor 
Lund’s genius and consecration de- 
served more than a pat on the back. 

Mrs. Paul H. Roth, whose husband 
pilots Northwestern Lutheran Semi- 
nary, reporting for the synodical 
Women’s Missionary Society, said 
that there are 111 societies in synod 
with a total membership of 2,500. 


YOUTH'S VOICE HEARD 


Wednesday afternoon the syn- 
odical fathers heard the spirit of 
Northwestern youth surging into 
voice. Pastor Lyle C. Burns, St. 
John’s, Minneapolis, said that the 


young people of synod wanted a 
youth secretary, that they know the 
young people’s work is sick. He said. 
that the director should be given a 
chance to establish this work before 
the war ends. Other pastors spoke 
of the need for sucha director, and 
it was emphasized that the Lutheran 
Church has suffered great losses 
among its young people between the 
ages of fourteen and twenty-five. 

Pastor Carl H. Bartsch said, “Year | 
after year we lose many young peo- 
ple because we do not take care of 
them. The United States govern- 
ment will never be bankrupt. The 
Church of Jesus Christ will never 
be bankrupt. We are not taking care 
of our young people. The Church 
can always afford to do what needs 
to be done.” 

Pastor B. J. Stecker, Our Sav- 
iour’s, Fond du Lac, Wis., said, 
“Hitler, Hirohito and Mussolini soon 
saw the value of youth. The ma- 
terialistic philosophies are concerned 
with youth. Can the Church loiter 
at this task of caring for youth?” 

The afterglow revealed that the 
synodical executive committee had 
been directed to call a youth secre- 
tary at once, to direct him in his 
work, and that the youth secretary 
is to be a properly qualified young 
clergyman; $3,000 will be spent the 
first year on this secretaryship. 


THE BANQUET SPEAKER 


P. O. Bersell, D.D., president of 
the National Lutheran Council, 
spoke at the banquet Wednesday 
evening. Speaking of the future of 
Lutheran unity he said, “We have 
something to give to the world when 
we at last find each other in the 
common brotherhood of Lutheran 
Christianity in faith and practice.” — 

“The Church is not on its way 
out,” Dr. Bersell said. “It is on its 
way to the front. It must be a con- 
secration of our all. The golden age 
is not coming. Terrible times are 
coming to test us. God pity those 
who do not get ready now. The Cap- 
tain of the Host is calling us Luther- 
ans—all of us—to step forward as 
volunteers in the true spirit of 
Christian stewardship.” 


NOTES 

Ten per cent of synod’s confirmed 
membership of 50,000 is in the active 
naval and military service of Amer- 
ica. Eight pastors are chaplains. 
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Charles Dion, Harold Peterson, 
J. Francis Mussehl, John Roth, Paul 
Roth and Theodore Stump were or- 
dained on Thursday evening. 

Treasurer J. K. Jensen reported 
that up to May 1, 1943, the increase 
in benevolent income to the general 
fund is about 20 per cent higher 
than for the like period of 1942. 

The funeral of Mrs. Joseph Stump, 
the beloved wife of Northwestern 
Lutheran Seminary’s first president, 
was held from Holy Trinity Church 
Monday afternoon at three o’clock. 
In the same church, on Thursday 
evening, Theodore, the youngest of 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Stump’s four 
sons, was ordained. 

Attending all sessions of synod 
was the Hon. Andrew Holt, retired 
Justice of the Minnesota Supreme 


Court. Justice Holt was eighty- 


eight years old May 20. He was the 
first native-born Minnesotan to sit 
in the Supreme Court. For sixty 
years, since its organization, he has 
been a member of St. John’s, Minne- 
apolis. His pastor, the Rev. Lyle C. 
Burns, said that Justice Holt is pres- 
ent at 99 per cent of the services 
held in St. John’s. 

Charles L. Grant, D.D., Faith 
Church, St. Paul, baptized 576 babies 
in the year ending Easter 1943. Dr. 
Grant's church has 456 people in 
America’s service—the largest num- 
ber of any Lutheran congregation in 
America. No one of the 456 has been 
killed; some have been wounded. 

Synod tried to solve the insolvable 
—Pastor N—neither a heretic, nor 
immoral—and his congregation did 
not find peace and prosperity during 

(Continued on page 18) 


Progress in Every Parish 


Texas Synod in Convention Receives Reports of Inspiring Extensions 


THE annual convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Texas. Synod 
was held in the United Dr. Martin 
Luther Church, Shiner, Texas, the 
Rev. Richard Schuetze pastor, May 
16-18. The opening service Sunday 
evening was conducted by the Rev. 
A. A. Hahn, secretary of synod, with 
President Paul Bechter preaching 
the sermon. The business sessions 
were held Monday and Tuesday. 

The Rev. John L. Yost, president 
of the Georgia-Alabama Synod and 
representative of the executive 
board of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, preached to the 
congregation and members of synod 
Monday evening. At this same serv- 
ice President Bechter thanked the 
congregation for their kind hos- 
pitality and the Rev. J. C. A. Pfen- 
ninger acted for the pastors of synod 
in presenting a beautiful gold wrist 
watch to the Rev. R. Scheutze in 


‘honor of the twenty-fifth anniver- 


| sary of his ordination. 


EXCELLENT BENEVOLENCE 


_ PROGRESS 


The pre-convention bulletin con- 


tained the various reports of synod 
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By JAMES F. VORKOPER 


and the program. It was revealed 
that much progress had been made 
during the year. The president’s re- 
port encouraged this little synod to 
press on in spite of the difficulties 
engendered by war, because, “A 
mighty Fortress is our God, a trusty 
shield and weapon.” He pointed out 
the progress in almost every congre- 
gation and that the synod in 1932 
had paid $2,754 in benevolences and 
in 1942 the sum of $7,587. Treasurer 
E. C. Vogt reported that for the first 
quarter of 1943 the payments were 
well in advance of 1942. 

The Rev. Fred W. Kern, formerly 
of Austin and now serving in our 
armed forces as chaplain, brought a 
vivid description of his work to the 
members of synod. 


ADJUSTMENT OF PARISHES 


A new parish has been added to 
the synod through a realignment of 
parishes. The American Lutheran 
Church congregation in Port Lavaca 
will join with our congregation in 
Tivoli to become the Port Lavaca- 
Tivoli Parish. The congregations at 
Wuthrich Hill and Beyersville were 
given an honorable dismissal to the 


A. L. C. and will become a part of a 
parish in that section. 

Faith Church, San Antonio, the 
Rev. Carl J. Deithloff pastor, was re- 
ceived into synod as our newest con- 
gregation. 

A new work has been begun in 
Corpus Christi under the direction 
of Missionary J. F. Vorkoper. 

Dr, J. L. Yost presented the causes 
of the United Lutheran Church in a 
very able manner and stressed the 
present wartime needs and emer- 
gencies that the Church must pray- 
erfully consider at this time. 


EVANGELISM PROGRAM 


The Rev. Oscar W. Carlson, di- 
rector of evangelism of the United 
Lutheran Church, brought the cause 
of personal and visitation evangel- 
ism to the hearts of the members of 
synod. He will visit a number of 
congregations in the synod to pre- 
sent his cause and aid congregations 
in carrying the work forward. The 
Rev. Dr. Paul W. H. Frederick, pro- 
fessor at Western Seminary, Fre- 
mont, Nebr., presented the work of 
the seminary and of Midland College 
in a very interesting way. 

The members of synod showed 
deep interest in all the proceedings 
and there were few, if any, “absen- 
tee” members during the sessions. 
There were all but two active pas- 
tors at the convention and seventeen 
laymen present. 


THE ELECTIONS 
were interesting with the results 
conservative: 

President, the Rev. Paul Bechter, 
Yoakum; vice-president, the Rev. 
J. M. Schedler, Victoria; secretary, 
the Rev. A. A. Hahn, Cuero; treas- 
urer, Mr. E. C. Vogt, Victoria; stat- 
istician, the Rev. J. A. Sanders, 
Harlingen. ; 

Executive Committee: the Revs. 
N. H. Kern and E. J. Hirsch and 
P. E. Suehs. Mission Committee: 
the Revs. J. M. Schedler and F. E. 
Eilers and Mr. C. C. Zirjacks. Mid- 
land College Trustee: the Rev. A. A. 
Hahn. Editor of the Texas Lutheran: 
the Rev. E. J. Hirsch. Archivist: 
the Rev. A. A. Hahn, Cuero. Chair- 
man of the Parish Education Com- 
mittee: the Rev. J. F. Vorkoper. 

Four congregations of the synod 
are now vacant. Student Walter 
Lentz will supply the new Port 
Lavaca-Tivoli Parish during the 
summer. 
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HAPPENINGS IN UME WOME 
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NERVOUS CHILDREN 

@ My son, five years old, is quite 
nervous. He is easily hurt. It takes 
only a small thing to get him very ex- 
cited. When he gets wrought up it 
takes some time for him to become 
calm, I feel sympathetic toward him 
for I am nervous myself, but at other 
times he irritates me very much. I feel 
that he will not be able to face the ex- 
perience of public school next year if 
this continues. I do not know what 
to do. 


THERE are some children who are 
from infancy “nervous” and irritable, 
and they are likely to continue some- 
what in that way as they grow older, 
especially if they live with adults 
who are “nervous.” They really 
need much quietness, absence of ir- 
ritating conditions, and freedom 
from strains. 

You say that you are nervous 
yourself. I believe that your confes- 
sion furnishes the key to your son’s 
condition, though it may not account 
for all of it. Do you tell him how 
nervous you are, in order to gain his 
sympathy? Do you remind him from 
time to time that he is nervous? And 
have you been telling others, in his 
presence, that he is irritable and 
hard to handle? Are you giving him 
too much protection from the or- 
dinary experiences of life, surround- 
ing him with a little “heaven”? Do 
you do his thinking for him instead 
of letting him do as much as possible 
for himself? Or do you require too 
much from a boy of his years and do 
too much urging? 

Any of these things, or a combina- 
tion of them, could be working 
against the boy and against your- 
self. “Nervous” children, as a rule, 
are made so by the handling that 
they receive from adults. They ex- 
pect their children to be easily up- 
set and hypersensitive because they 
themselves are that way. Unwit- 
tingly, but effectively, they are fur- 
nishing the youngsters a pattern or 
way of life, and an unfortunate one 
at that. 

The first advice to a parent in 
such a situation is: Keep calm your- 
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self. Do not hedge him around with 
restrictions; do not nag or fuss at 
him. Remember the yearnings, frus- 
trated plans, and fears which you 
experienced, ard do not cause them 
to be repeated in his experience. 
Keep your own worries to yourself, 
or tell them to someone old enough 
and sufficiently balanced not to be 
upset by them. Try to understand 
your son, his strength, weakness, 
capacities, interests, and urges, and 
give him reasonable opportunity to 
be himself. Cultivate patience, poise, 
and a sane outlook. In exerting this 
influence you yourself will benefit. 


BEDTIME FOR VARIOUS AGES 

® A big problem at our house is to see 
that the children get enough sleep. 
They range thus in age: 5, 7, 9, 11, and 
13. The eleven-year-old girl and the 
thirteen-year-old boy have a consider- 
able amount of home work, and when 
that is done they want to read for quite 
a while. I don't think they are getting 
enough sleep; but their rather late 
hours create a special problem with 
the younger ones, for they too want to 
stay up late and set up a great howl 
against going to bed. Bedtime for the 
younger children is the signal for argu- 
ment against going and subterfuges to 
postpone action. How much sleep 
should these children have? What can 
be done to break up this opposition to 
retiring? 


LET me reverse the order of your 
questions in giving reply. If you 
have put a child to bed as a punish- 
ment, you have given bed an un- 
pleasant association, and naturally 
children try to avoid it as long as 
possible. Stop this practice at once. 
If he is afraid in the dark, allow a 
light to burn, or pull up a shade to 
admit light from the outside. Help 
him to overcome any other fears he 
may have. 

See that the youngest child gets a 
regular daytime nap; for if he does 
not, he will probably be wakeful at 
bedtime. 

Have a regular bedtime hour for 
the younger children, be firm about 
it, make no exceptions, but give a 
warning of about five minutes, so 


that they can finish what they are 
doing. It would be fine if parents 
would make the half hour before 
bedtime a time of quiet play, Bible 
stories, other non-exciting. stories, 
and prayer in which all join. Such 
an ending to the day will be pleas- 
ant and render ped-going more in- 
viting. When a child once has gone 
to bed insist that he stay there. Pre- 
liminaries of all kinds should be 
taken care of in advance. Calls 
should be ignored unless you believe 
there is real trouble. 

The following hours of sleep (in- 
cluding daytime naps) are generally 
regarded as the required amounts 
for the various ages: at birth, 21-22. 
hours; 6 months, 18 hours; one year, 
16 hours; 2-5 years, 14 hours; 6-7 
years, 12 hours; 8-10 years, 11 hours; 
11-12 years, 10-11 hours; 13-15 years, 
10-12 hours; and 16-18 years, 9-10 
hours. For most adults 8-9 hours are 
required, though some get along well 
on less, | 
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SYMPATHETIC TREATMENT 
ESSENTIAL 


e@ How can we avoid growing away 
from our children as we become older? 


You have pointed out a real dan- 
ger. While grownups can learn, 
grow, adjust, change, and improve 
through the years, if they want to 
and make the effort, there is ever 
present the possibility that they will 
surrender to the false belief that. 
they can no longer learn, follow the 
line of least resistance, and grow old 
in mind and outlook while still rel- 
atively young in years. This hap- 
pens too frequently. . 

‘In the life of the normal persong 
this danger can be avoided, if the 
individual wants to avoid it. Here 
are a few suggestions: 1. Be aware 
that the world is changing, that chil- 
dren are moving in the direction of 
maturity, and that we must change 
or be left behind. 2. Observe young 
life continually and withhold your 
criticisms until you can be helpful. 
3. Associate with young people 
whenever that is pleasantly possible. | 
4, Treat them like adults, as far as 
possible. 5. Try to enter into their 
problems and anxieties, and to un- | 
derstand their ways. 6. View their 
difficulties, anxieties, aspirations, and 
successes in a sympathetic way. 7. 
Invite their assistance and offer your | 
help. 8. Take note of your many 
common interests. 
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Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be fearful. 
John 14: 27 

Gen. B. L. Montcomery, a tough- 
ened and fearless soldier, has not 
relied solely on his fighting forces 
and superb equipment for the phe- 
nomenal success of the British 
Eighth Army. He trusts also in God. 


'°Tis said that he reads his Bible 
daily, no matter how strenuous his 


duties or crowded his time. Whether 


amidst the dust storms of the desert 


and smoke clouds of battle or amidst 
the fogs and uncertainties in other 
areas and experiences of life, the 
man of faith will emerge triumphant. 
While passing through dangers or 
difficulties of whatever sort he who 
trusts in God is both confident and 


' fearless. 


+ + + 


But tarry ye in the city, until ye 
be clothed with power from on high. 
Luke 24: 49 


SomEoNE has said that “rest is the 


_back-stroke of life.” The rower re- 


laxes one moment that he may pull 


_ the harder the next. One little hour 


in quiet meditation and prayer has 


saved many a soul from spiritual 


breakdown and permitted the inflow 
of sustaining grace for life’s duties. 


_ Jesus advised His disciples to “tarry” 


at Jerusalem, the “holy city,” until 


they were “clothed with power from 


on high.” We too can have Pente- 


_ costal experiences of divine infilling 
if we take time to open up the in- 
_ take of our souls to the inflow of the 
_ Holy Spirit through faith and prayer. 


fee 
And when they were come in, 


_ they went up into the upper cham- 
_ ber, where they were abiding. 


” \ 


Acts 1:2 
Mapame Cuianc Kar-sHeEk testifies 


as to the power of prayer in her 


~ mother’s life. When confronted with 
. problems, however difficult, this de- 
-vout Christian mother withdrew 


into an “upper room” of her home 
and asked God for guidance. 
what eventually proved to be the 


In- 
variably her “guidance” was into 


wisest course. The mother of the 
Generalissimo was a pious Buddhist, 


and she too prayed, but somehow 
the Christian prayers seemed the 
more availing and had much to do 
with shaping the spiritual life of 
China’s great leader. Have you your 
quiet retreat, into which you with- 
draw for intimate talks with the 
heavenly Father? Prayer to the true 
believer, is a “communing with 
God” and learning His will. 


+ ~ ~ 


Be strong in the Lord, and in the 
strength of his might. 
Ephesians 6: 10 


On a United States Defense Bonds 
poster is this expression of faith and 
resolve: “Strong in the strength of 
the Lord, we who fight in the peo- 
ple’s cause will never stop until that 
cause is won.” Financial strength is 
an index of material power. But 
physical force is usually impotent 
unless they who use it are inspired 
with the knowledge that their cause 
is just. To such confident souls the 
Lord of hosts adds spiritual armor 
and moral ammunition. 


+ “ ~ 


John indeed baptized with water, 
but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. Acts 1:5 

In cleansing the spirit by “the 
washing of regeneration,” it matters 
little as to the method of baptism— 
whether by sprinkling, pouring, or 
immersing—or as to the quantity of 
water, just so the symbol of cleans- 
ing is used in faith and the water of 
divine grace is blessed by the Crea- 
tor to the germination of the seed of 
eternal life. Outward cleansing un- 
der the ceremonial law was lifted 
into higher meaning with the “bap- 
tism unto repentance” under John 
the Baptizer. But all material means 
and symbolical representations were 

“introductory to the true baptism by 
the Holy Ghost. He only can cleanse 
and regenerate the soul. 


+ + + 


And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and they spake the 
word of God with boldness. 

Acts 4: 31 


Wuen the jubilant Christians at 
the first Pentecost “began to speak 


By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


with other tongues” their enemies 
claimed they were filled with unholy 
“spirits” of strong drink rather than 
with the Holy Spirit. When one ex- 
presses his “joy in the Holy Ghost” 
critics still are not lacking who scoff 
at his demonstrative religion. But 
Christianity without the vitalizing 
Spirit of God is passive and inane. 
Perhaps the statistics as to the 
shameful lack of increase in the 
church’s membership these days 
may be accounted for in the lack of 
possession by the Holy Spirit. The 
early Christians “spake the word of 
God with boldness”; and many laid 
down their lives for the sake of the 
spread of the Gospel. The martyr- 
spirit has been heroically manifest 
on occasion even to this day. 


+ + + 


And they were all amazed, and 
were perplexed, saying one to an- 
other, What meaneth this? 

Acts 2: 12 


In a lovely setting are corraled 
Japanese prisoners behind a stock- 
ade within which are clean and tidy 
tents, and mess halls furnished with 
appetizing food of the same kind and 
quality as that of their American 
captors. The prisoners have their 
daily showers and get the best of 
medical attention. Instead of the 
punishment they expected, “they 
were all amazed, and were per- 
plexed, saying one to another, What 
meaneth this?’ And the marvel 
grew, said a reporter, when the 
chaplain staged an entertainment, 
with the choicest singing and band 
music. The most sullen reserve 
broke down under such conditions, 
and the Japs joined with their cap- 
tors in singing, “Take a Cup o’ Kind- 
ness Yet” and stood at attention as 
“The Star Spangled Banner” was 
sung. Christianity, with its trans- 
forming power of the Holy Spirit, 
makes all the difference. 


PRAYER 
“Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all Thy quickening powers, 
Kindle a flame of sacred love / 
In these cold hearts of ours.” 


13 


A oro44 the Dosh 


Ar least along the Atlantic sea- 
board, and probably in all the larger 
cities of the United States, “black 
markets” are patronized, especially 
for meats. In the train of these dis- 
loyal, if not traitorous, activities the 
racketeer has again appeared, one 
reads in the papers. The highjacking 
of a truck load of beef is not more 
difficult to stage than were liquor 
hold-ups and gang intimidations in 
the law-defying ’20’s. 

Tue LUTHERAN is justified in point- 
ing to the latest expression of civic 
evil on the basis of its past record. 
It justifies our contention relative to 
the prohibition of the manufacture 
and sale of alcoholic beverages: that 
crime and its concurrent effects do 
not proceed from adopting laws to 
suppress an anti-social practice. The 
nature of.a traffic, not the difficulty 
of suppressing it, should determine 
its privileges before the law. To 
make opposition to crime an incrim- 
inating action is more than absurd. 
It gives the criminal the position the 
good citizen should have. Maybe the 
rise in food prices due to marketeer- 
ing will give birth to reasoning con- 
cerning other evils. 


OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE 

Tue LUTHERAN is deeply impressed 
by the emblem for Lutheran World 
Action which has appeared repeat- 
edly in recent issues. It will not, and 
of course should not, displace the 
familiar Luther coat of arms; but it 
symbolizes faith, Christian convic- 
tion and aggressive firmness to the 
degree needed in these days when 
vigorous policies of Christian loyalty 
are as necessary as they were in the 
sixteenth century. 

The significance of its details is 
noteworthy. Not only the center of 
the symbol, but the focus of action, 
is the cross of our Lord. Its message 
to everyone is what it was when the 
apostles were commissioned by the 
Son of God to offer in His name for- 
giveness of sin and salvation. 
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The position of the hand extending 
the cross rewards meditation. There 
is no flabbiness in the fingers, and 
their grasp of the stem of the instru- 
ment of atonement indicates posses- 
sion. The grip of the fingers follows 
authoritatively the extended arm 
whose powerful muscles both hold 
and offer the Cross. 

The encircling title, “Lutheran 
World Action,” not only locates the 
emblem in the life and struggles of 
our Lutheran faith, but it voices a 
challenge to go forward. In four 
hundred years since the Great Re- 
former’s day, no louder or clearer 
call has been heard to present Christ 
and Him crucified. And its message 
has not been ignored. 


LETTERS FROM A DEACONESS 


THE excerpts from letters written 
by Sister Nora McCombs to Direct- 
ing Sister Martha Hansen at the Bal- 
timore Motherhouse of Deaconesses 
may direct our readers to Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans—to the be- 
ginning of its last chapter. The great 
apostle may have entrusted to her 
the delivery of his letter to the 
Christians living in Rome. The cre- 
dential given Phebe certifies that she 
was a servant of the Church at a 
place called Cenchrea. “She hath 
been a succorer of many, and of my- 
self also,” Paul wrote. 

But certainly this communication 
she had on her arrival was not the 
main object of her journey. Paul re- 
quested that she be given assistance 
“in whatsoever business she hath 
need of you:” There is a tradition 
that she made the trip to locate 
someone who had “disappeared” in 
the city to which all roads were said 
to go, in the period of Rome’s great- 
est extent. 

A comparison between the duties 
of the first deaconess and one of to- 
day can be made. Paul’s comment is 
as true now as it was then; we can 
say of the women engaged in the 
ministry of mercy, Each “is a’ suc- 


corer of many.” Some of the com- 


ments in Sister Nora’s letter about 
women seeking her advice and the 
specific duties in the performance of 
which she participated place her 
with the first of the Christian di- 
aconate. 


OUT OF HARMONY 


On the first page of the morning 
papers of June 2, many of our read- 
ers were confronted by headlines 
that are characteristically indicative 
of the discord of these days. In inch- 
high bold-face type, a page-wide 
headline of one Philadelphia journal 
stated: “Deadlock Tightens in Coal — 
Strike.” At the top of column three, 
same page, it was announced, “Food » 
Parley Urges World to End Want.” 
We cite the two stories—one from 
Washington, D. C., and the other 
from Hot Springs, Va., as a sample 
of the discord which long-range 
altruism encounters when it meets — 
short-range realism. 

We have no particular partisan- 
ship to suggest to our readers. We 
do confess that there is considerable 
of a strain on our resolution to stay 
calm and hopeful. Here we are, in 
the midst of the intricacies of a sys- 
tem of rationing and temporarily de- — 
prived of even potatoes, and then we > 
are asked to rise up and cheer be- 
cause just as soon as the war is over 
a “setup” of representatives of forty- 
five United Nations will put into 
global activity the forces defined in 
seven paragraphs, of which number 
five reads: 


“The primary responsibility lies 
with each nation for seeing that its 
own people have the food needed for 
health and life; steps to this end are — 
for national determination. But each 
nation can fully achieve its goal only 
if all work together.” 


They all sound fine; but if we are 
not able to obtain coal to cook our 
potatoes and if our climate is too 
frigid to grow breadfruit and 
bananas, will the declaration of prin- 
ciples of freedom from want taste 
good and supply food as well as 
vitamins? | 

Seriously, we suspect that the . 
common man’s greatest trial will © 
come when he must discriminate be- — 
tween what ought to be, what is able 
to be, and what will be. How shall 
he avoid misguidance from sincere 
altruists and hard-boiled realists? 
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RUSSIA AND THE WORLD 
SERVICE APPEAL . 


Amonec the letters addressed to 
the editor of THE LUTHERAN during 
the last month was one under date 
of May 17, which requested infor- 
mation concerning “the stand that 
our United Lutheran Church has 
taken in regard to the Russian sit- 
uation. What is the attitude of the 
United Lutheran Church toward 
Russia?” Believing that the response 
to this inquiry may be of broader 
than individual interest, somewhat 
condensed copy of the reply sent the 
inquirer follows herewith. : 

Relative to the Russian govern- 
ment, the United Lutheran Church 
in America has taken no stand at all. 
This implies that our attitude toward 
the anti-religious principles of com- 
munism which have been sponsored 
by the Russian government has not 
changed by virtue of the fact that 
that government has now become an 
ally of the government of the United 
States and one of, the United Na- 
tions which are at war with the Axis 
powers. 

The editor has no personal doubt, 
‘however, that if and when the time 
arrives for the display of good will by 
the Lutherans in the United States 
and in Canada for their fellow Lu- 
therans in Europe, such interest will 
be manifested by the revival of com- 
munications which the war’s censor- 
ships have interrupted and by the 
‘expression of common faith in deeds 
of serving love. The number of Lu- 
therans now residing in Russia is 
probably very small. The conditions 
that will obtain in the Baltic prov- 
inces and in Finland cannot at this 
time be forecast. It is quite possible, 
however, that contacts resembling 
those which were formed in the 
years 1920 to 1923 will again be 
‘sought. 

You will observe from the budget 
that has been announced by the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council that the 
objectives of the World Service ap- 
peal which was made last month in 
‘no way involve our Church in the 
political situations that exist in the 
several countries where our armies 
have gone or will go. One half of 
the total sum will have what is in 
fact a domestic application. It will 
be devoted to the maintenance of the 
work of Lutheran chaplains and Lu- 
theran service centers. It will con- 
tinue to finance the supplies which 
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will be helpful to the half million or 
more members of our Church who 
are in the armed services of their 
nation. 

The second call for funds to which 
response will be’ made is that which 
comes from industrial and munitions 
centers where large numbers of peo- 
ple are employed “during the emer- 
gency.” It is their employment that 
has separated them from the 
churches of which they have been 
members and where the means of 
grace were regularly administered. 
Some of the communities to which 
they have gone will probably be 
transformed into forms of produc- 
tion which will require post-war 
residence. For such the Church will 
continue its ministrations, and grad- 
ually congregations will be formed 
with the usual equipment of per- 
sonnel and buildings. In other in- 
stances people will return to the 
community from which they went 
and ministrations will cease. In 
either case the Church will avoid 
the accusation of neglect. 

Another major effort will be that 
which was begun when the ability 
of European missionary societies to 
finance their missions was inter- 
rupted. Thanks to gifts from Lu- 
therans in America, it has been pos- 
sible to maintain the ministry of the 
Gospel in practically every one of 
these fields adversely affected by the 
war. It is the expectation of the Lu- 
theran Church in America that it 
can continue the maintenance of 
these missions as long as such mis- 
sionary work is the duty of our 
highly favored people. Here again 
it is to be noted that the money is 
used exclusively for the support of 
Christian work. It is not of political 
significance in the nationalistic sense 
of that word. 

A small portion of the money pro- 
vided by this million-dollar appeal 
was earmarked for use in the minis- 
trations to prisoners of war and 
refugees. At the time this item was 
recommended to the National Lu- 
theran Council by the distinguished 
layman, John R. Mott, it was not ex- 
pected that there would be prisoners 
of war in the United States.- Such 
an assurance could not be given at 
this time. It seems probable that 
there will be need of a ministry to 
prisoners of war in the United 
States which will be the parallel of 
Christian services rendered prison- 
ers from American armies who are 


in detention camps in Europe. Such 
neglect must not occur. 

A few additional items might be 
touched upon, but the above class- 
ifications will indicate that the mo- 
tivation for this appeal for world 
service is singularly free from po- 
litical entanglements. It would be a 
grave fallacy to read into it other 
than proper Christian objectives. 


On Deaconess Duty 
(Continued from page 7) 


Easter anthem, and the chaplain 
brought us an Easter message of 
hope. At 9.45 A. M. there was an- 
other service. The room in which 
the service was held was decorated 
with white lilies and carnations. 
Both services were so inspirational 
and helpful! Our chaplain is a shep- 
herd to his flock and is doing a mar- 
velous piece of work for God and 
country. . . . There was only one 
thing I missed, and that was Holy 
Communion. The last time we had 
it was at Camp Lee on February 7. 

“We had a chicken dinner with 
potatoes, peas and carrots, plus 
cherry pie and coffee. We eat from 
our mess kits, and after each meal 
we wash our own dishes. It is lots 
of fun, but I won’t vouch for my 
table manners when I return to the 
States. 

“This evening two letters came, 
one from you and one from my 
home. Letters mean so much to us. 
And now we have come to the end 
of a perfect day.” 


May 1. “The first of this week I 
received the April number of Lu- 
theran Woman’s Work and the April 
7 issue of THE LUTHERAN—and were 
they welcome! . . . I have been posted 
as head nurse on a medical ward.” 


May 10. “Yesterday was Mother’s 
Day, and we had a church full of 
people; in fact, there wasn’t sitting 
room for all that came. It was truly 
inspiring to see so many at church, 
and everything was so well planned 
and conducted.... 

“At present I am on night duty, 
doing special duty. . . . By mistake 
three books from the’ Book of the 
month Club arrived over here, but 
they are already making their rounds 
among the enlisted men, so it was 2 
happy mistake. .. . I am making an 
afghan in my spare moments.” 
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Always Active 


Busy at Church art needlework Fresh air versus Tuberculosis 
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z Martha Hanser 

- and Sister Ee 
OO Virgin Islands’ 


A family problem for the Sister 


‘Handwork in the kindergarten 
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Impressive rites of consecration follow preparation for life service 
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of the morning was gone, is evidence 
that his presentation of the U. L. 
C. A’s perennials went straight 
home, and the delegates were eager 
to explore his fund of information 
to the last drop. A rising vote of 
thanks acknowledged the contribu- 
tion Dr. Reinartz had made to a bet- 
ter understanding of burning ques- 
tions of the day. The underlying 
note in his appeal to synod may be 
expressed in his words, “When the 
world is at its worst, the church 
must be at its best.” 

Dr. Alfred O. Frank, pastor of 
Salem Church, Fremont, Nebr., was 
present to augment the report of the 
trustees of Midland College with the 
urgent plea that now more than ever 
the church must stand back of this 

_stronghold for Lutheran higher edu- 
cation in the Midwest. 


THE AUXILIARIES OF THE CHURCH 


throughout brought encouraging in- 
formation. The Brotherhood was 
represented by their president, Mr. 
Fred Walter of Creston, Nebr. He 
spoke on the helpful activities of the 
organization and announced the ad- 
dition of two new local units, those 
of Ridgeley, Scribner, Nebr., and 
Stillwater, Okla. Mrs. Carl Golden- 
stein of Hanover, Kan., president of 
the synodical Women’s Missionary 
Society, spoke on the general prog- 
ress made, and stressed the fine co- 
operation of all societies in support- 
ing the synodical mission at Lindy, 
of which the Rev. Lorin J. Wolff is 
the missionary pastor. Three new 
local societies were added during the 
year, First Church, Oklahoma City, 
Christ Church of Wisner, and the 
Church of the Good Shepherd at 
Lindy, Nebr. The 1943 convention of 
this group will be the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of its organization. The 
synodical Luther League announced 
eight additions to local organizations. 
They are those of Madison, Grand 
Island, Papillion, Gretna, Pender, 
Scribner, Lindy, and Creston. 


PUBLICATION INTERESTS 

Tue LuTHERAN’s endeavor to 
please every taste in its wide con- 
stituency was acknowledged by 
synod with appreciation, and the 
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opinion prevailed that all-around 
fairness calls for wider distribution 
than the committee was able to re- 
port. It is generally felt that the 
number of subscribers is too small 
in proportion to the space which is 
made available for Midwest’s local 
news. The matter is up to the pas- 
tors to join their endeavors. 

The Lutheran Literary Board, 
owned jointly by the Midwest and 
Wartburg Synods, was represented 
in addition to the board members by 
Dr. R. Neuman of Carthage, IIl., and 
Miss C. M. Vollmer, the indispensa- 
ble assistant who has given a life- 
time to this institution. The past 
year’s turn-over exceeded that of the 
previous year by 10 per cent. 


RURAL LIFE INSTITUTE ENDORSED 


An important action was taken 
when it was resolved to establish six 
scholarships for attendance at the 
Rural Life Institute to be held June 
21-25 at the State Agricultural Col- 
lege, Lincoln, Nebraska, under the 
auspices of the Nebraska Christian 
Rural Fellowship. 

The last meal which synod en- 
joyed at the hands of the women of 
St. Paul’s in their new basement 
possessed all the flavors of a ban- 
quet, including the speeches: Pas- 
tor Harder, the younger, reminisced 
of childhood days in the old German 
Nebraska Synod, and Dr. Reinartz 
was in best form as impromptu 
speaker. To the host pastor, the Rev. 
Hugo Welchert, Jr., his family and 
congregation, much credit must be 
given for entertaining synod. 

As for the future of Lutheranism 
in the prairie states, Dr. J. C. Her- 
shey, president of the Nebraska 
Synod, must be quoted. Appealing 
to the common purpose of our re- 
spective bodies, he proposed that 
next year’s conventions of both 
synods be held concurrently in some 
town where each has a congregation. 
Midwest responded favorably to the 
suggestion. ; 

All officers were re-elected: Pres- 
ident, the Rev. Herman Goede, Co- 
lumbus, Nebr.; vice-president, the 
Rev. R. Moehring, Glenvil, Nebr.; 
secretary, the Rev. L. J. Wolff, 
Lindy, Nebr.; treasurer, the Rev. 
G. K. Wiencke, Auburn, Nebr.; stat- 
istician, the Rev. E. C. Hansen, 
Johnson, Nebr.; senior ministerii, 
the Rev. Paul Bieger, Tea, S. D., 
who looks back upon fifty-five years 
of active ministry. 


Countering “This World's 
Wisdom” 


(Continued from page 11) 


fourteen years. Pastor X resigned, 
with a synodical guarantee to add to 
his yearly income to make it amount 
to $1,500. 

St. Matthew’s, Wauwatosa, the 
Rev. William Niebling pastor; was 
commended for establishing a fund 
of $300 to be loaned to home mission 
congregations. 

Trinity Church, Fort Atkinson, 
Wis., organized February 7, 1943, 
with 118 confirmed members by 
Field Missionary Dwight H. Shel- 
hart, now has 152 confirmed mem- 
bers and 234 baptized members. Pas- 
tor Shelhart has started nine con- 
gregations in fifteen years. 

Reformation Church, Calhoun, 
Wis., organized November 1, 1942, 
with 82 confirmed members by the 
Rev. William C. Stump, now has 101 
confirmed members and a beautiful | 
church building. Pastor Stump, for- 
merly field missionary for the synod, © 
has started fourteen congregations. 

Lutheran World Action was one — 
of the things closest to the hearts of — 
the pastors and laymen at synod. © 
Everyone felt sure that the goal 
would be reached. St. John’s, Kil- 
deer, N. D., the Rev. William G. 
Genszler pastor, suffered bitterly 
during the terrible drought years. 
With a present confirmed member- 
ship of 235, this congregation gave 
$360 for Lutheran World Action. 

The synod referred the problem | 
of A-12 and V-12 training for serv- 
ice chaplains to the executive com- 
mittee for study and action. It was | 
felt that this program violated the | 
first article of the Bill of Rights. One | 
speaker characterized the program 
as “un-American, unnecessary and 
unsound,” 

President Richard H. Gerberding | 
was commended for his stand that 
the salaries of pastors need to be | 
raised. He was authorized to appeal | 
to church councils to back their pas- | 
tors with adequate income. — q 

The host congregation, Holy Trin- 
ity, Minneapolis, is almost at the top | 
among United Lutheran congrega- | 
tions in its giving for benevolence. | 
The genial, generous-hearted pastor, | 
the Rev. Carl H. Bartsch, is the big | 
human factor in the great Christian | 
work being done by Holy Trinity. — 


The Lutheran 


Mortuer’s Day 1943 has come and 
gone, but the tender emotions engen- 
dered still live on. There was some- 
thing so different about Mother’s Day 
in these martial times as compared to 
Mother’s Day of former years. You no 
doubt sensed the change in sentiment, 
as did we in the armed forces. There 
was something strangely saddening 
about the day. Somehow we were con- 
H scious of a heaviness of heart not ex- 
perienced heretofore. 

You at home were thinking of us in 
the army camps or in strange and far- 
© off lands. Our absence from your midst 
was more keenly felt than on any other 
day of the year. 
silent precincts of your innermost heart 
you held sweet communion and inter- 
course with us practically all day long. 
You spoke to us in words fraught with 
deep pathos and special solicitude for 
us. And at the Mother’s Day service 
in church we were more really present 
with you than on any other such sim- 
ilar occasion. Your prayers in our be- 


hearts and were watered with many a 
silent tear. Never before had any of 
your prayers been more earnest and 
more sincere; never before had they so 
Wfully possessed your whole heart. You 
Sinvoked upon us the favor and blessing 
of heaven. Oh, how earnestly you be- 
sought God to restore peace and order 
to our troubled and tangled world! The 
day was, indeed, a most sacred and sol- 
Jemn day for you. Mother’s Day 1943 
will be for many of you a never-to-be- 
forgotten day. 

And we, your sons in the armed 
“forces of the land, were also present 
ith you in thought on Mother’s Day 
943. We longed to be back in those 
appy and familiar surroundings called 
Mhome. We yearned to hear the sound 

of voices so dear to our hearts. Oh, 
ow we pined to accompany you on 
Wthe way to the home church and there 
join with you in the worship of God! 
e were conscious and aware of your 
olicitude in our behalf. We felt the 
ig of your prayers at our hearts. We 
| Wrealized as never before how much you 
had become a part of our very life and 
|¥being. We, too, brought you by name 
‘oefore the Throne of Grace and be- 
sought you for heaven’s choicest bless- 
gs. Mother’s Day 1943, our first 
other’s Day in the army, will also be 
For us a never-to-be-forgotten day. 
Our chaplains urged us, in advance, 
remember our mothers in some 
angible way. They are always en- 
souraging us to write to our homes. 
sife would be rather lonesome for us 


In the sacred and; 


half arose from breaking and bleeding ' 


How Did You Send Forth Your Son? 


By CHAPLAIN F. HERBERT MOEHLMANN 


in the army if it were not for our chap- 
lains, who befriend us on every hand. 
We can always depend upon them to 
cheer and comfort us when our spirits 
are low and depressed. The door of the 
chapel office is always open to us. Our 
presence there is always welcomed. It 
is here that we can pour out our soul 
to one who has an understanding heart 
and is possessed of a kindly and friendly 
spirit. Life in the army indeed would 
be most trying and difficult if it were 
not for the chaplain, the man of God. 

We would have you listen to one of 
our chaplains who would like to have 
a brief word with you. He has a mes- 
sage intended expressly for all parents 
who have sons in the armed forces. We 
know that you will give earnest heed 
to his words. Here is what he would 
like to say to you: 


My Dear Parents 


I know that not a day passes but the 
thought of your son’s welfare and 
safety occupies your mind. You may 
rest assured that we chaplains are 
earnestly endeavoring to take the place 
of parents and pastors in the lives of 
your sons in the army. We shall not 
fail you. We are constantly counseling 
your sons and directing them in the 
way that leads to life eternal. In our 
religious services we are ever pointing 
them to Christ and encouraging them 
to walk in the steps of the Master. By 
word and example we are honestly en- 
deavoring to keep them true to the faith 
once delivered to the saints. 

Our work would be far less difficult 
and trying had many of our parents 
provided and surrounded their sons 
with the proper Christian environment 
in their homes. Had fathers and moth- 
ers exercised their priestly office, their 
sons would now be in a far better posi- 
tion to cope with the many strong 
temptations which daily assail them. 
Had the ministry of the home church 
been supplemented by daily devotions 
in the home, there would be less cause 
for anxiety on the part of parents who 
have sons in the armed forces. 

Oh, parents, you fathers and mothers, 
I ask you in all earnestness and serious- 
ness: “How did you send forth your 
son?” Did you by prayer and the read- 
ing of God’s holy Word prepare him 
for this, the greatest crisis in his life? 
Have you always set before him the 
right Christian example? Have you 
made of your home a little heaven on 
earth? Did you send your son into the 
army or navy clad with the armor of 
God? 

If you in the past have failed to do 


your full Christian duty towards your 
son, will you not in your letters urge 
him to look up his unit chaplain and 
encourage him to be regular and faith- 
ful in his attendance at the chaplain’s 
religious services? Will you not impor- 
tune him to visit the Lutheran Service 
Center in the city adjacent to his camp 
or station and ask him to contact our 
Lutheran Service pastors? Remember, 
such encouragement on your part will 
not be without effect, and thereby you 
will be assisting the chaplains who so 
earnestly desire the salvation of the 
sons whom you have so unselfishly 
given to your beloved land. 

And will you not vow right here and 
now to establish a family altar in your 
home? Your pastor will gladly advise 
you. Consult him at once. Begin now 
to prepare your home for that son of 
yours who will return when victory has 
been won. Provide for him the kind of 
Christian environment which will en- 
able him to re-establish and re-adjust 
himself and thus prevent his becoming 
a “spiritual casualty.” Give him the 
opportunity to continue in the religious 
experience which has come to him 
through the ministry of chaplains and 
help him to face the difficulties of his 
new life. 

Post-war planning has already be- 
gun. Christian parents must begin now 
to make their plans for the day when 
their son comes marching home. This 
is your God-assigned task. 


Worthy Stewards 


WHEN the estate of the late David F. 
Lorick of Irmo, S. C., was settled re- 
cently it was revealed that $1,000 had 
been bequeathed to his church, Beth- 
lehem Church, Irmo. He requested that 
the greater part of it be used for his 
local church and that the four church- 
supported institutions be remembered. 
$800 was given Bethlehem Church, to 
be used toward the purchase of an or- 
gan; and $50 was given each of the 
following institutions: the Southern 
Seminary at Columbia, Newberry Col- 
lege, the Lowman Home at White Rock, 
S. C., and the Lutheran Orphan Home 
at Salem, Va. 

Mr. Lorick was one of the outstand- 
ing Christians of the Dutch Fork sec- 
tion and one of the most highly re- 
spected, faithful and loyal members of 
this congregation. 

Holy Trinity Church, South Bend, 
Ind., was the recipient of a bequest of 
$500 from the estate of the late Frank 
Nevins, who for thirty years was a 
faithful member of the congregation. 
By action of the church council, this 
gift has been applied to the payment of 
the mortgage on the new parsonage, 
augmenting a previous gift from this 
faithful layman of $1,000. 
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CHRISTIANITY AND “HERREN FOLK” 47 “than . Methows 


In the Days of St. John, a Superior Class'' Received Rebukes 
| John 2: 1-6; 3: 13-18; 4: 15-17. The Sunday School Lesson for June 20 


A FEW years ago, when the claims of 
racial superiority were first heard in 
the United States and Canada, the re- 
ports were received with astonishment. 
That the idea propagated by leaders of 
National Socialism had _ penetrative 
powers became obvious when it first 
permeated Germany and later received 
attention that was world wide. The 
philosophy of “blood and soil” and the 
phrase, Herren-folk, were discussed, at 
first in relation chiefly to anti-Semitism. 
But the notion “took form.” Existence 
of a master race was declared. 

The selection of three paragraphs 
from the First Epistle of St. John as the 
lesson text for Sunday, June 20, was 
quite independent of this phenomencn, 
but its study invites a comparison with 
the first century of the Christian era, 
when an effort was made to place the 
power of the Gospel in support of 
pagan philosophies. The name now 
given to the movement is Gnosticism. 
The sponsors did not propose ancestry 
nor area of occupation (blood and soil), 
but knowledge as the factor that en- 
titled a class to the position of au- 
thority. It was not possession of facts 
and conclusions therefrom, but partly 
“suesses” at the origin, course, and 
destiny of life. Since it was obvious 
that there were no visible physical 
qualifications on which to base their 
distinction, the “wise ones” claimed ac- 
cess to sources of knowledge that only 
the few (the initiates) enjoyed. When 
the gifts of grace with which believers 
in Christ were endowed enabled won- 
derful displays of power to occur among 
those who were entirely lacking in so- 
cial or political prestige and whose sole 
distinction was their faith in Christ and 
fellowship in the way of life set forth 
in the Gospels great interest was man- 
ifested, 

But none of these gnostic move- 
ments were the attributes of Christ, the 
Redeemer, correctly apprehended and 
presented. Nor were the apostles se- 
duced into desertion of the exclusive- 
ness of their religion. 


The Apostle John's Participation 


It is important in this connection to 
remember that the First Epistle of St. 
John is dated A. D. 90 to 95. In the 
decades between A. D. 70 and John’s 
death, some of these projects of com- 
promise gained the strength and bold- 
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ness to offer competition with the 
teachings of Christ. Heresies were pre- 
sented to congregations, but in par- 
ticular they supplied occasions of dis- 
cussion amongst the people. It is safe 
to assume that when John came back 
to Ephesus sometime after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem in A. D. 70, he be- 
came the source of authority in the 
community in which he lived and was 
visited and consulted. We can assume 
that he gave particular attention to 
protecting the truth gained by revela- 
tion against misrepresentation and ad- 
mixtures of pagan ideas. The portion 
of the first Epistle which is the lesson 
in the senior Sunday schools of June 20 
(Trinity Sunday) deals with three of 
the queries that had come to him. 

First of all, he defined sharply the 
complete authority of Jesus to declare 
the forgiveness of sins to all who be- 
lieved in Him. He approved the desire 
of all those who are born again through 
faith in Christ to avoid sin, and he 
stated that the major element of sin is 
disobedience to the commandments 
which had been authenticated by Jesus 
Christ. Jesus, he taught, is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins and for the sins of 
the world. There is no place for magic, 
no value in proffered substitutions and 
no special privileges that are limited to 
the learned, to the well-born, and to 
the powerful. 


Of the World ~ 


One phase of most of. the heresies 
that have assailed Christianity is the 
effort to win the support of Christian 
doctrine and Christian believers for 
principles and movements in and of 
“the world.” This effort fails, and then 
the believer becomes a target for crit- 
icism and at times for punishment. In 
apostolic days the punishment was 
often death or self exile. The hatred of 
the world would be satisfied with noth- 
ing less than the violent seizure of the 
messengers of the Gospel. John pointed 
to the broader sins of hatred which are 
forbidden by the Gospel. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
June 14-20 


Abiding in Christ. I John 2: 1-11. 
Out of Death Into Life. I John 3: 13-24. 
God Is Love. I John 4: 15-19. 
Sons of God. Romans 8: 12-17. 
ne of Jesus. John 15: mee 
The Christian Citizen. Psalm 
‘The Christian’s Inner Life. Phil, 4: 8-13. 


M. 
T. 
Ww. 
Th. 
F. 
Sat. 


A Distinguishing Attribute 

It must not be thought that the dif- 
ference between a true Christian and 
a pagan, or between a believer and an 
unrepentant sinner, is an incidental af- 
fair. Christianity does teach the ex- 
istence of a favored class. The mem- 
bers of this class are those who believe 
and confess that Jesus is the Son o! 
God. Of such John wrote: “God abideth 
in him and he in God.” One recalls at 
this moment the objective of the first 
Epistle of St. John. It is to advise the 
people against errors which are found 
amongst those who make knowledge 
the winning attribute of a separate 
class. It makes clear that only those 
who through faith in God are endowed 
with the love of Him become members 
of the group in divine favor. The dis- 
tinction is fascinating in its implica- 
tions. While the gnostic was mistakenly 
claiming for himself some particular 
favoritism in the distribution of wisdom 
he had all the while only such qualifica- 
tions as were in easy reach of every- 
one. But the Gospel brought to men 
power to know Christ, and to be saved 
through His grace and to abide here 
and hereafter in God’s love. | 

The distinction is twice stated in two 
succeeding sentences in the lette: 
(chapter 4: 15, 16). The first gives th 
basis of obtaining God’s abiding pres- 
ence, and the second is such a par: 
ticipation in the divine quality of lov 
as enables the believer to enjoy God’s 
abiding presence and “have boldness 
in the day of Judgment.” 

There should be no hesitation on the 
part of the church in proclaiming a 
distinction to which all believers may 
approach. There is apostolic authorit 
for such an ambition. It was Peter who 
wrote, “Now ye are a spiritual house 
a holy priesthood.” John in Revelatio: 
1: 6 declared, he “hath made us king 
and priests unto God and his Father.’ 
Such pre- eminence, however, is basec 
upon faith in Christ. 

It is truly observed that of the effec 
of human error is the erection of arti- 
ficial class barriers. The “wrong sid 
of the track” is a popular expressio 
signifying a handicap of location. Thi 
Greeks had the terms aristocrats an 
common people (aristoi and oi polloi). 
The Jews have over-extended the idea 
that they are elect because they ca’ 
trace their lineage to a people calle 
out of Egypt. Even more artificial an 
baseless is the Aryan myth whic 
bases exclusiveness on survival fro: 
inhabitants of a lost continent. 


THE YOUNG 


“Tt is better that I go away.” With 
what a shock that word must have 
fallen upon the ears of the apostles! 
How could it be possible that these men 
who were so totally dependent on Jesus 
) would actually be better off without 

‘Him? Of course events proved, as 
always, that Jesus was right. The com- 
i ing of the Holy Spirit would so enlarge 
® the circle of the influence of Christ 
“that His feet, confined by physical lim- 
itations to the streets and lanes of 
}} Palestine, would now walk through the 

‘whole wide world. The little band of 
™ apostles would increase to a mighty 

army. : 

We will understand the encouraging 
I} promise of Jesus if we think more 
specifically of the ways in which Jesus’ 

departure would be expedient. 


The Unlimited Christ 


| Wesley wrote, “I look on the world 
j§ as my parish thus far, I mean, that in 
‘whatsoever part I am, I judge it meet 
and right, and my bounden duty to de- 
‘clare unto all that are willing to hear, 
the glad tidings of salvation.” Wesley 
must use a qualifying word, “thus far, 
41 mean, in whatsoever part I am.” Un- 
der the accepted limitations of Jesus’ 
‘) humanity He must also qualify and 
limit His mission. 
_ John Bunyan wrote, “I could seldom 
‘read of any that Christ did call, but I 
“presently wished, Would that I had 
been in their clothes! Would that I had 
‘been born Peter! Would that I had 
been born John! Or, Would that I had 
been by and heard Him when He called 
‘them! How would I have cried, O Lord 
Hecall me also!” We sing in the same 
4 frame of mind: 


That His hands might be placed on 
; ie my head 

‘} That His arms might be thrown 
around me.’ 


_ Sir Thomas Browne wrote with more 
( BD ferstandine: “T bless myself and am 
thankful that I never saw Christ nor 
‘His disciples. I would not have been 
Fone of those Israelites that passed the 
Red Sea; nor one of Christ’s patients 
on whom He wrought His wonders: 
then had my faith been thrust upon 
me: nor should I enjoy that greater 
f blessing pronounced on all that believe 
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ky nes Gohn Teaver 
Leading With All Truth—onn 16.714 


The whole meaning of Christ be- 
comes spiritualized and universal. We 
never would have read the story of the 
growth of the Church, “from Jerusalem 

. . to the uttermost parts of the world,” 


if the physical limitations of Jesus had | 


not been lifted or if the boundaries of 
His direct personal contacts had been 
restricted to His Jewish environment. 
It was better that He go away. 


The Understood Christ 


It takes perspective to understand 
any event or person. We who live 
through these days of world conflict 
will be surprised to read the histories 
of ten or twenty years later. We are 
too close to events to understand them. 
The disciples needed perspective to un- 
derstand Jesus. They needed the Spirit 
too to give them eyes to see, the minds 
to’ appraise, and hearts to accept the 
full meaning of Jesus, the Christ. 

They were still thinking of Christ in 
terms of the Jewish expectations of the 
Messiah. They were at the kinder- 
garten stage of their education. They 
could say in later years as many have 
said of departed friends, “We never 
knew Him until He was gone.” Then 
the little material dreams of a Jewish 
kingdom could fill their hearts with 
shame. The times they had revealed 
their narrow racial intolerance would 
be a regretful memory. How could they 
have been so dull and stupid in their 
understanding of their Lord? 

Jesus did finish their training, so far 
as it could be finished before the full 
spiritualizing of His mission. He gave 
them the facts on which to base their 
knowledge. They were not able to 
make intelligent use of the facts until 
Pentecost enflamed their perceptions. 
Someone has made the following dis- 
tinctions between education and intel- 
ligence: “The educated man works his 
thinks out of books. The intelligent 
man works out his own thinks.” 

We could not accept such a limiting 
definition of education; but we never 
do possess knowledge until we work 
it out for ourselves. The apostles did 
not really know Jesus until they had 
lost physical contact with Him; then He 
became “The Son of God” to them. In 
the light of this faith all the loving 
memories of His life among them be- 
came understandable. 


“Ye are the body of Christ,” was the 
word of Paul to the church. Jesus had 
talked to His disciples of His beautiful 
union with them. It was like the union 
of the vine and the branches: It was a 
living, not a mechanical, union. They 
were not welded to Him, but His life 
flowed through them in a glorious 
transfusion. The full meaning of this 
union was not discovered to the dis- 
ciples until after Jesus ascended into 
heaven. Then sin and death no longer 
had dominion in the life of a believer, 
for He was one with Christ. 


"Greater Works" by Disciples 


The work that Jesus did in His 
earthly ministry now would be mul- 
tiplied by the number of His disciples. 
“Greater works” they would do: not 
in their own power, but as they allowed 
Him to work through them. Wherever 
a disciple stands in any age, there 
Christ stands. Wherever a Christian 
neighbor helps and comforts, there is 
Christ “doing good.” 

Union with Christ made the apostles 
mighty men of valor. They no longer 
thought of themselves as their own, 
with all the limitations of knowledge 
and spirit that constantly hampered 
them before Pentecost. Now they were 
Christ’s! If He “led captivity captive” 
they could also “do all things through 
Christ.” 

“The Comforter,” Jesus called the 
Holy Spirit. He is the One who stands 
by, the One who is brave with us and 
makes us brave too. His business is to 
witness to Christ, to assure the believer 
of Christ’s presence. Since He has 
come every meeting place of His dis- 
ciples becomes as holy a place as the 
upper room, and even the disciple who 
walks alone is conscious of the unseen 
comrade. 


“T have a wonderful Guest, 

Who speeds my feet, Who moves my 
hands, 

Who strengthens, comforts, guides, 
commands, 

Whose presence gives me rest. 


“He dwells within my soul, 

He swept away the filth and gloom, 
He garnished fair the empty room, 
And now perfects the whole.” 


The teacher is glad when his scholars 
can go out into the world and apply on 
their own responsibility the lessons 
they have learned. Parents delight in 
the day when their children are ready 
to “go it alone.” In one sense this is 
true with regard to the Master. He has 
placed us “on our own.” Yet He stands 
by, ready to give a hand when we need 
it most, and fulfills His promise to us, 
‘To, I am with you alway.” 

* * * * 

To Leaprers: Topic date, June 20. 

Next topic, First Protestant Deaconess. 
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Commencement at the Southern Seminary 


The Faculty and Student Body of the Southern Theological Seminary, Columbia, S. C. 


Front row: Dr. J. K. Linn, Dr. M. L. Stirewalt, Dr. C. K. Bell, Prof. John Schmidt, 
Dr. J. B. Moose, and President E. C. Cooper, Ph.D. 


ATTENDANCE at the Commencement 
Services at the Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary, Columbia, S. C., 
would not indicate any rationing of in- 
terest in the work of this institution. 
The annual alumni banquet, the meet- 
ing of the Women’s Auxiliary, and the 
two public services -in connection with 
the commencement May 18 and 19 were 
all well attended by friends from sev- 
eral states. 

The sermon to the graduating class 
was delivered by S. White Rhyne, D.D., 
of Philadelphia, Pa., executive secre- 
tary of the Parish and Church School 
Board of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. Dr. Rhyne is a graduate 
of this institution. Using as his text, 
Matthew 28: 19, 20, he urged the class 
to have a “world outreach; an indi- 
vidual personal approach; and a divine 
companionship” for their ministry. He 
said that “Jesus was no isolationist in 
His work. He took down barriers of 
race and service in His ministry. This 
through a personal approach to the in- 
dividual, and by keeping in touch with 
divine sources.” 

The graduation service’ was held in 
the Church of the Ascension on 
Wednesday morning. The liturgical 
service was conducted by Charles J. 
Shealy, D.D., of Spartanburg, president 
of the Board of Trustees. Dr. E. C. 
Cooper, president of the seminary, 
awarded the diplomas. Dr. M. L. Stire- 
walt, dean of the institution, addressed 
the class briefly with a most appro- 
priate message. Mrs. W. J. Moretz of 
Swansea, president of the South Caro- 
lina Women’s Missionary Society, pre- 
sented each of the twelve members of 
the class with a life membership in the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the 
U. L. C. A. These memberships were 
made possible by the home congrega- 
tions of these young men, 
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Tuesday evening the Students’ Mis- 
sion League held a public service with 
the address by Dr. Charles A. Linn of 
Savannah, Ga. The message was on 
“Magnifying Christ.” David Conrad, 
new. student director of the Seminary 
Chorus, sang, and the liturgist was 
Jacob L. Lackey, new president of the 
Mission League. 

The address at the annual alumni 
banquet was delivered by Dr. P. E. 
Monroe of Hickory, N. C., president of 
Lenoir Rhyne College. He praised the 
institution for always being “confes- 
sionally sound” in preparing young men 
to preach the true Word of God and 
rightly administering the sacraments. 
He spoke on “The Minister and His 
Loyalties.” The Rev. George F. Schott, 
Jr., of Columbia, was toastmaster. Spe- 
cial recognition was given the classes 
of 1903, 1913, 1923, 1933, and the pres- 
ent graduating class. The Rev. Dr. 
John Hall of Hickory, N. C., of the class 
of 1903, chaplain in the army, who re- 
tired after many years of service, was 
the only speaker for these classes. The 
Rey. L. O. Dasher of West Columbia 
read a list of twenty-five alumni of the 
institution serving as army and navy 
chaplains. A number of special guests 
were introduced by President Cooper. 


The Women's Auxiliary Active 


The annual meeting of the Women’s 
Auxiliary was held Tuesday morning. 
The following officers were elected: 
Mrs. B. T. Bodie, Columbia, president; 
Mrs. George S. Bowden, Gastonia, N. C., 
vice-president; Mrs. E. P. Cave, Co- 
lumbia, secretary; Mrs. John L. Yost, 
Atlanta, Ga., treasurer. During the past 
year the auxiliary sponsored the ren- 
ovation of the homes for the professors, 
improved the grounds, and bought a 
stoker for one of the furnaces. The 
program for the new year calls for the 


renovation of the seminary kitchen, and 
a new stove and refrigeration units. 
Two new Life Memberships were re- 
ported for the auxiliary, each for $100, 
one from North Carolina and the other 
from South Carolina. Several congre- 
gations reported large numbers of 
members for the auxiliary. 

At the annual meeting of the Board 
of Trustees the following officers were 
elected: P. D. Brown, D.D., of Salis- 
bury, N. C., president;» Charles J. 
Shealy, D.D., of Spartanburg, 5S. C., 
vice-president; the Rev. Clarence E. 
Norman of Raleigh, N. C., secretary; 
and Dr. C. H. Wiesepape of Columbia, 
treasurer. 

The Rev. Milton Frick of Atlanta, 
Ga., one of the vice-presidents of the 
Alumni Association, presided at the 
annual business meeting Tuesday after- 
noon. The president, Dr. W. A. Rieser 
of Augusta, Ga., was unable to attend 
on account of illness. The Rev. L. O. 
Dasher, secretary-treasurer, gave a re- 
view of the work during the past year. 

The twelve men in the graduating 
class were awarded the degree of Bach- 
elor of Divinity: Auburn Franklin 
Bowers, Greenville, Tenn.; Cecil Walter 
Carpenter, Granite Falls, N. C.; Her- 
man Woodrow Cauble, Salisbury, N. C.; 
Vance Miller Daniel, Salisbury, N. C.; 
Clifford Paul Fisher, Landis, N. C.; 
Vernon French Frazier, Greenville, 
S. C.; Harry David Hawthorne, Hick- 
ory, N. C.; Henry Belk Leonard, Hick- 
ory, N. C.; John David Mauney, Jr., 
Hickory, N. C.; Charles Jackson Shealy, 
Jr., Spartanburg, S. C.; Lemuel Colum- 
bus Sparks, Jr., Parrotsville, Tenn.; 
Herbert Pund Stelling, Augusta, Ga. 

W. C. Bo.iex. 
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Susquehanna University s 
Commencement 


Dr. PauL Swain Havens, president 
of Wilson College, Chambersburg, Pa., 
told members of the eighty-fifth grad- 
uating class at Susquehanna Univer- 
sity, Selinsgrove, Pa., at commencement 
exercises May 22, that the task of lib- 
eral arts college graduates today is to 
re-liberalize the world, which has be- 
come illiberal because of the all-out 
global war effort. “The kind of war in 
which we are now engaged comprises 
essentially an illiberal world. The at-| 
tention of men and women is focused| 
upon things which are immediate and’ 
is diverted from the long-range pros- 
pective.” i 

Friday evening John L. Deaton, D.D., 
pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, Bal-' 
timore, Md., and president of the Board! 
of Education of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, preached a force-' 
ful baccalaureate sermon to the grad-| 
uates in Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Selinsgrove. It was in this 100-year-old 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
CONVENTION POSTPONED! 
Due to matters beyond our control in 
view of wartime emergencies, the twenty- 
fourth Biennial Convention of the Luther 
League of America which was to be held 
in Rochester, N. Y., July 2-5, 1943, has 
been postponed. 
Paul M. Kinports, Exec. Sec. 


edifice that the first classes of the uni- 
versity were organized in 1858. 

The subject of Dr. Deaton’s sermon 
was “Facing Life Today.” He urged 
the members of the class of 1943 to let 
the world see their Christlike life and 
= then the world will believe in them. 
“Emphasis in time of war is not on 
character,” Dr. Deaton said. “This war 
would be over much sooner, cost a 
) great deal less in manpower and money, 
rationing would be unnecessary, black 
markets would disappear overnight, if 
more of our people would have more 
} character. 

“In time of war,’ said Dr. Deaton, 
“we learn to hate. We shall never win 
) the war by hatred, or win the peace by 
retaliation. If peace is to endure we 
must put love in it.” 

President G. Morris Smith announced 
honors and conferred degrees upon 
members of the senior class as well as 
three alumni: the Rev. Dallas C. Baer, 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Selinsgrove; the Rev. Russell F. Auman, 
pastor of the Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer, Scarsdale, N. Y.; and Calvin 
VY. Erdly, superintendent of the Lewis- 
town schools. With 500 of the univer- 
sity’s 2,800 alumni in the armed forces 
and on all the fighting fronts of the 
present global conflict, Susquehanna’s 
Weighty-fifth commencement took on a 
Wdistinct military aspect with the 35th 
College Training Detachment stationed 
‘Jon the college campus under the com- 
mand of Captain’ George M. Green 
joining in the traditional commence- 
ment day parade. 

Susquehanna University began the 
Ysecond year of its war emergency ac- 
celerated program June 7. This was 
the opening date for a twelve-week 
summer session at the university which 
# will provide opportunity for students 
i¥to accelerate their courses. 


iWagner College 
Commencement 


Brorry-rwo seniors were graduated 
from Wagner College, Staten Island, 
. Y., at its fifty-eighth annual com- 
mencement May 23 in the college audi- 
orium. The Rev. Frederick E. Reissig, 
executive secretary of the Federation 
of Churches, Washington, D. C., de- 
livered the commencement address. He 
warned the graduating class of the dif- 
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ficult and varied problems that they 


will have to face out in the world today. 

The graduation was preceded by the 
baccalaureate service in the morning at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stapleton, 
and the Rev. Hugo Dressler of Buffalo 
delivered the sermon. Because of the 
accelerated program, the baccalaureate 
and commencement exercises were held 
the same day. 

Mr. Reissig was granted the hon- 
orary Doctor of Divinity degree for 
outstanding work in the fields of re- 


STORY eS 


ligion, education and sociology. The 
Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz of Philadel- 
phia, promotional secretary of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
also received this degree. In the after- 
noon, the Rev. J. T. Erdman of St. 
John’s Church, Jersey City, gave the 
invocation and the Rev. Ernest C. 
French of Christ Church, Newburgh, 
pronounced the benediction. 

Miss Jean Van Winkle of Elmhurst, 
Long Island, received the only magna 
cum laude degree, bachelor of arts. 


FOR CHILDREN 


Beautifully printed, profusely illus- 
trated. Excellent for award or gift pur- 
poses. Covers in full colors. Size, 6%4 x 
9 inches. 64 pages. 


35c each, $3.00 a dozen 


BIBLE A-B-C BOOK 

A Bible picture and a rhyme for each 
letter, and a short Bible story. Ten pic- 
tures in full color. 4-6 year olds. 


BIBLE PRIMER 

Bible stories simply told, printed in 
large, clear type. Profusely illustrated, 
many in color. 5-7 year olds. 


HAPPY HOUR TALES 

These nine stories deal with everyday 
life problems. Interesting, entertaining; 
with 38 photographic illustrations. 6-8 
years. 


FIRESIDE TALES 

Fifteen stories for and about children, 
with a lesson found in each. Profusely 
illustrated. 6-8 years. 


BEDTIME STORIES 

Eleven delightful stories, each with an 
implied moral. Contains 43 actual 
photographic illustrations. 6-8 years. 


FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES 

Companion book to “Stories of Jesus.” 
The two together give the child a fairly 
comprehensive knowledge of Bible 
stories. 6-10 years. 


STORIES OF JESUS 

Twenty-seven stories make the life of 
Jesus interesting and understandable 
to children. Well illustrated, many in 
color. 6-10 years. 


A HIVE OF BUSY BEES 
Stories within a story. Grandmother 
tells a new story each night — “Bee 
Obedient,” “Bee Grateful,” ete. Well 
illustrated. 9-11 years. 


PATHS OF UPRIGHTNESS 
Seventy-five stories, stressing kindness, 
industry, forgiveness, honesty, etc. At- 
tractive illustrations. 9-11 years. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 SPRUCE STREET : 
Columbia 


Chicago 


PHILADELPHIA 
Pittsburgh 
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Busy Days at Midland College 


Tue end of the school year at Mid- 
land College, Fremont, Nebraska, was 
marked by a series of activities which 
* brought this institution’s capacity for 
serving well its territory into clear 
prominence. Religious Emphasis Week 
and the Pastor-Student Conference, 
held concurrently April 26 to 30, at- 
tracted the local community of Fre- 
mont, Nebr., as well as pastors and 
church workers from the surrounding 
region to the college and Western The- 
ological Seminary. 

Speakers during this week were the 
Rev. Herman Goede, president of the 
Midwest Synod, Columbus, Nebr.; the 
Rev. Floyd E. Lauerson, president of 
Luther College (Augustana) of Wahoo, 
Nebr.; R. R. Belter, D.D., of Burling- 
ton, lowa, president of the Wartburg 
Synod; the Rev. E. R. Harrison of 
Hutchinson, Kansas; the Rev. Henry 
Dumler of Davenport, Nebr.; and the 
Rev. Stewart W. Herman, Jr., of Har- 
risburg, Pa., who, while in Fremont, 
was unable to escape the spotlight. An 
address in the morning in chapel before 
the combined student body and confer- 
ence, a forum in the afternoon for the 
benefit of the same group; and address- 
ing a mass meeting in the evening in 
the Municipal Auditorium was his 
share in the program, not to speak of 
the informal sessions, wedged in be- 
tween. The information which he 
brought concerning conditions in 
Europe before and since the beginning 
of the war, presented objectively from 
the Christian point of view, drew much 
praise for his presence and President 
F. C. Wiegman’s and Dean T. D. Rinde’s 
foresight in securing him. At the mass 
meeting the musical program was pro- 
vided by the choirs of Western Semi- 
nary and Salem Lutheran Church, 
Fremont. 

The Sunday following the confer- 
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ence, May 2, the baccalaureate’ service 
was held for the graduates of Western 
Seminary, at which time, returning to 
his home and alma mater, the Rey. 
Louis H. de Freese, pastor of Redeemer 
Church, Houston, Texas, brought a 
practical message for the needs of to- 
day that will stay in memory. He is a 
brother to one of the graduates, the 
Rev. Paul M. de Freese, the last of 
three sons of the late Pastor Siefke de 
Freese who have entered the ministry. 


Commencement at Midland 


The college baccalaureate sermon on 
May 16 was delivered by Dr. F. 
Eppling Reinartz, promotional secre- 
tary of the U. L. C. A. His challenging 
utterance made headlines for the Ne- 
braska press. According to custom, a 
combined program for the college’s 
fifty-third and the seminary’s forty- 
ninth annual commencement was car- 
ried out on May 19. Among the thirty- 
two who received degrees was Sister 
Lillie Ruth Kyzer of the Baltimore 
Motherhouse who passed magna cum 
laude, now fully prepared to enter the 
ministry of teaching in Puerto Rico. 
The Bachelor of Divinity degree was 
awarded to William F. Most and Paul 
M. de Freese. Ernest Switzer received 
the Graduate Diploma from the semi- 
nary. Recipients of the honorary de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity were the 
Rev. James Prince Beasom, Jr., pastor 
of First Church, Glendale, Calif., and 
president of the California Synod; the 
Rev. Alfred J. Beil, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Lawrence, Kan.; and the Rev. 
William Augustus Klink, pastor of 
Grace Church, Westpoint, Nebraska. 

“Building a Better World” was the 
theme which the commencement 
speaker, Dr. Thomas Benton Peery, 
pastor of St. Matthew’s Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., had chosen to outline the 
place of the small 
church-related col- 
lege in bringing 
about that world in 
which people can 
live in peace. It 
was a homecoming 
for Dr. Peery in a 
multiple way. 
Graduated from 
Midland in 1920, he 
had served as prin- 


“Oldsters” at 
Midland College— 
Dr. W. F. Rangeler, 
Prof. E. M. Stahl, 
; and 
Dr. Holmes Dysinger 


- theran Theological Seminary in 1903 


cipal of ihe Windsor (Colorada) High 
School, to which place he had likewise 
yearned the previous week, addressed 
both the Junior and Senior high schools, 
and also was the speaker at the Junior- 
Senior banquet. On the intervening 
Sunday “Old Memory” found Dr. Peery 
in the pulpit of St. Paul’s Church, 
Denver, Colo. (Dr. E. W. Harner pas- 
tor), where his father, Rufus Benton 
Peery, served more than thirty years 
ago, and he himself was confirmed. The 
elder Peery, third president of Midland 
College, was not only remembered by 
the speaker himself, but the Class of 
1918—represented by Dr. George Dorn 
of San Francisco—observing the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of their grad- 
uation, presented the college with a 
likeness of the late president to be 
placed in Griffith Memorial Chapel. 
The son unveiled the picture. In the 
class of 1918 were two other Peerys, 
Harold and Tommie (Mrs. Clyde 
Fallis), brother and sister of the 

speaker. 
Teachers of 25,000 4 
As a sidelight on this year’s com- 
mencement, someone observed, and the 
Midland news bureau: figured it out, 
that a total of 176 years of public serv- 
ice in school and church is the contri- 
bution of three men at Midland Col- 
lege and Western Seminary. These are 
Dr. Holmes Dysinger, Dr. William F. 
Rangeler, and Prof. Elmer Stahl. All 
three started teaching at the age of 
seventeen, only interrupted for ad- 
vanced studies. Dr. Dysinger alone, 
now past ninety, is retired. He is the 
former dean of the seminary. So is Dr. 
Rangeler. Professor Stahl teaches 
mathematics. It is estimated that at 
least 25,000 students have been taugh 
by these veterans of church and school. 
Martin SCHROEDER. » 


Lenoir Rhyne College, at 
Hickory, N. C. : 


held commencement exercises May 28 
to June 1: Seventy-seven seniors were 
graduated with the Bachelor degree 
and eighty-three students received cer- 
tificates from the Department of Com= 
merce, 

The baccalaureate sermon on May 30 
was preached by the Rev. C. P. Fisher, 
pastor of Trinity Church, Landis, N. C., 
a graduate of old North Carolina Col- 
lege in 1900, and of the Chicago Lu- 


He has spent his entire ministry i 
Rowan County, N. C., at China Grov 
and Landis. All through the years hi 
has been a staunch friend of th 
Church’s institutions. His -daughte 
Mary. Gladys, was a member of th 
ome class this year. ei 


The address to the religious or- 
ganizations Sunday evening was given 
by Miss Charlotte Kao. She was orig- 
inally from Tsingtao, China, and en- 
tered Lenoir Rhyne in 1937 and com- 
pleted the work for her Bachelor’s 
degree in June 1940. The following year 
she entered Biblical Seminary and New 
York University, where she won her 
Master’s degree. She is now complet- 
ing her resident work at Cornell Uni- 
versity for her Doctor’s degree. 

_ The alumni address was delivered by 
the Rev. J. Lewis Thornburg, pastor of 
St. John’s Church, Statesville, N. C., a 
member of the class of 1920. Since 
graduation he has manifested a co- 
operative interest in the college. 

. Another feature of special interest 
was the formal opening of and recep- 
tion in the Carl A. Rudisill Library, 
fay 31, and the unveiling of a portrait 
of Mr. Rudisill. 

_ Owing to transportation difficulties it 
was not easy for the usual number of 
visitors to attend commencement; but 
those who came met with a hearty wel- 
ome. 

During this year, according to Pres- 
ident P. E. Monroe, D.D., there has 
been a considerable revival of interest 
in relation to wills as concerns Lenoir 
Rhyne College, located at Hickory, 
North Carolina. 


Hamma Divinity School 

THE ninety-eighth annual commence- 
ent of Hamma Divinity School at 
Hpringfield, Ohio, was held Sunday 
vening, May 16, in the Fourth Lu- 
eran Church. The sermon was 
reached by Dr. Grover E. Swoyer, 
astor of the First Lutheran Church, 
‘Mansfield, Ohio, on the subject, “Our 
wo-World Ministry.” ; 

‘The class consisted of nine men. 
from the “Hamma Divinity School 
lotes” we quote the names of the class 
the fields of labor to which they 
e been called: 

obert Edmund Gaines, Springfield, 
0; Paul Richard Geiter, Lewisburg, 
Whio, to Olivet Church, West Toledo, 
Whio; Robert Samuel Kinsey, Mans- 
eld, Ohio, to St. Paul’s, Nashville, 
enn.; James William Miller, Lima, 
io, to First Church, Marysville, Ohio; 
tald George North, Cleveland, Ohio, 
Magnolia Parish, Ohio; Oliver Arne 
ala, Monessen, Pa, to Bethel 
urch, Cicero, Ind.; John. Bridge 
jielman, Marietta, Ohio; John Louis 
mmerman, Dayton, Ohio, to St. Paul’s 


; David Slayton Witwer, Stone 
ek, Ohio, to St. Luke’s, North Bal- 
e and Trinity, Arcadia, Ohio. 
st of these men were ordained at 


Community Singing | 


Hymns and Spiritual Songs Engage 
Philadelphia Congregations in Worship 


One of the happiest memories of 
World War I days is that of the Liberty 
Sings and later the Victory Sings in 
which the people of various communi- 
ties gathered together in community 
auditoriums to sing such songs as “The 
Long, Long Trail,” “Keep the Home 
Fires Burning,” and other patriotic and 
popular songs. It helped mightily to 
relieve war tension and strengthen 
morale on the “home front.” 

Recently it was the writer’s privilege 
to attend the Holmesburg (Philadel- 
phia) Community Sing. It was held in 
the Mount Zion (Negro) Baptist 
Church just after the regular Sunday 
evening Vesper Service hour of the 
churches. 

When we entered the church the or- 
ganist was playing a medley of favorite 


hymns and spiritual songs and the con-, 


gregation, choir and young folks on the 
gallery were singing along _ spon- 
taneously. 

Chairs had to be placed in the aisles 
and many people stood along the walls 
of the sanctuary. There was an excel- 
lent song leader and a mixed orchestra 
accompanied by piano and organ—and 
how the people did sing! 

There were two intermissions, during 
one of which the choir loci sang two 
very enjoyable selections. During the 
other intermission a recognition was 
shown the groups from the various 
churches. Twenty-five churches were 
represented and the total attendance 
was well over five hundred. 

The next community sing will be 
held the first Sunday evening in June 
in the Holmesburg Presbyterian Church 
and my friends and I are hoping to be 
privileged to be present to enjoy it. 

; Rareu L. WAGNER. 


A SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 


Zion Cuurcu, Cobleskill, N. Y., com- 
pleted two weeks of celebrating the 
150th anniversary of its founding. Zion 
Church is the oldest organization in the 
community, either secular or religious, 
and occupies a strategic place in the 
heart of it. The special preachers for 
the service were the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Trexler, president of the United Synod 
of New York, the Rev. Prof. Harry F. 
Baughman, and the Rev. Prof. Carl C. 
Rasmussen of Gettysburg Theological 
Seminary. At a dinner marking the 
event all the living former pastors were 
present. An outstanding feature of the 
celebration was the reception of ninety- 
two new members by the pastor, the 
Rev. Morris C. Skinner, under whose 


care the congregation has risen to new 
levels of influence. Pastor Skinner was 
also recently elected president of the 
Eastern Conference of the New York 
Synod. 


Wagner Faculty's New 
Member 


TuHE Rev. John R. Bacher, son of Wil- 
liam F. Bacher, D.D., has accepted a 
call to the faculty of Wagner College, 
Staten Island, N. Y. He will be asso- 
ciate professor in the department of 
history, taking 
the place of Dr. 
David B. Tyler, 
who was com- 
missioned early 
in 1943 as sec- 
ond lieutenant 
in the United 
States Navy. 
Dr. Bacher, it 
is announced 
by Wagner 


College, will 
teach a large 
Prof. John R. Bacher share of the 


classes in Euro- 
pean history and those in English his- 
tory. 

Dr. Bacher, in practically all of his 

career, has been engaged in scholastic 
duties. For several years he served as 
director in the United States Founda- 
tion in the Cite Universitaire of the 
University of Paris. He was in France 
in 1940, when the invasion by the Nazis 
occurred. 
_ In the years prior to this disaster, he 
was a teacher in the American School 
of Paris. During that same period he 
was in service as a staff member of the 
International Institute of Intellectual 
Co-operation, an affiliate of the League 
of Nations, located in Paris. 

Mrs. Bacher was a teacher in the 
French school system. As an employee 
of the French government, she was un- 
able to return to America until 1942. 

Dr. Bacher won the North Dakota 
designation for the Rhodes scholarship 
in 1919. Four years later he was 
awarded his Bachelor of Arts degree 
from St. John’s College, England. .'He 
was graduated from the Northwestern 
Theological Seminary, ordained by the 
Synod of the Northwest, and served 
two years as pastor of First English 
Lutheran Church, Billings, Mont. He 
resumed scholastic work in 1929. 

His personal contacts in Europe have 
supplied him with information that will 
be intensely interesting to the students 
of Wagner College. His travels in 
Europe have been extensive, and among 
his contacts are those which were 
formed with nations such as Poland 
and France, now in the limelight. 
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Wt enn Conference 


DR. J. M. MYERS INSTALLED AT GETTYSBURG SEMINARY 
Mrs. W. H. Manges New President of Central Penn W. M. S. 


The Rev. Gerald G. Neely, pastor of 
Christ Church, York, Pa., recently was 
named president of the York County 
Ministerial Association. 


Gettysburg Seminary 


Dr. Jacob Martin Myers, acting pro- 
fessor of Hebrew and Old Testament 
literature and theology at Gettysburg 
Theological Seminary, was formally in- 
stalled during Seminary Week as the 
professor of this department. He is the 
successor to Dr. Herbert C. Alleman, 
who retired three years ago. Twenty- 
two students were graduated from the 
seminary at the 118th annual com- 
mencement May 14. Four others re- 


Prof. Jacob Martin Myers 


ceived the degree of Master of Sacred 
Theology, and ten more the post grad- 
uate degree, Bachelor of Divinity. Dr. 
Abdel Ross Wentz, president of the 
seminary, preached the sermon to the 
graduating class, using as his subject, 
“Straightway.” Seminary Week, as 
usual, was a feast of good things, and 
the new chapel was well filled. 

At the alumni dinner, the association 
named the Rev. Walter V. Garrett of 
Norwood, Pa., president; the Rev. 
Elwood S. Falkenstine, Westminster, 
Md., vice-president; the Rev. Hugh E. 
Yost, Philadelphia, secretary; and the 
Rev. Paul Smith, Milton, Pa., treasurer. 
Dr. J. Gould Wickey, executive secre- 
tary of the Board of Education, was the 
after-dinner speaker, and brought a 
fine picture of education in these war 
days. Dr. Wentz announced that the 
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By Paut Levi Foutk 


prospects for students for the next few 
years seems assured, but after that 
there will be a decided drop in the en- 
rollment, unless the war ends soon. It 
was also announced that the new chapel 
—the Church of the Abiding Presence 
—cost $152,000, and that all but $8,000 
is paid. Also that when times are right 
the seminary will begin a new Library 
Building to cost about $100,000, of 
which $42,000 is already available. 
Since the meeting was being held on 


the birthday of Dr. Alleman, everyone 
joined in singing “Happy Birthday” t« 
our well-beloved teacher of Hebrew 
wishing him more years of quiet or 
the hill. 


Historic ''Old Dorm" 


at Gettysburg is now being used as ar 
army barracks. The 111th birthday o 
the college was recently observed 
Seven presidents have served in thi: 
period, and Dr. Henry W. A. Hansor 
observed his twentieth anniversary a: 
president. Since 1923, more than a mil- 
lion dollars has been added in build- 
ings and endowments. There are nov 
twenty buildings worth $2,000,000, anc 
a faculty of fifty members. The enroll- 
ment exceeds 600. 

By the will of Agnes Krebs, late of 


lf You’re Going to the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FILMS 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Air Force, Bambi, 


The Great Commandment, In Which We Serve 


My Friend Flicka, The Pride of the Yankees, Yankee Doodle Dandy. 

For Mature Audience: The Battle Cry of China, Casablanca, Desert Victory, For Me 
and My Gal, George Washington Slept Here, The Immortal Sergeant, Journey fo1 
Margaret, Keeper of the Flame, Life Begins at 8.30, The Moon Is Down, My Sistel 
Eileen, One of Our Aircraft Is Missing, The Pied Piper, Random Harvest, Shadow of : 
Doubt, The Siege of Leningrad, The Talk of the Town, This Land Is Mine, Wings and 


the Woman. 


The Ape Man 
(Mono.) 
Wallace Ford 
Bela Lugosi 


Horror resulting from doc- 
tor’s venture into pseudo- 
scientific experiment. 


Too matter of fact to be really grue- 
some; therefore mainly time-wasting 


Hi Ya, Chum 
(Univ.) 
Jane Frazee 
The Ritz Brothers 


Comedy, with music, as en- 
tertainers are forced by 
lack of cash to take over 
boom-town restaurant. 


Inside Fascist Spain 
(The March of 
Time) 


-Documentary reviewing 


story of revolution, show- 
ing devices of today’s 
regime to maintain rule, 
with shots of imprisoned 
republicans and families. 


Mr. Lucky (RKO) 
Chas. Bickford 
Laraine Day 
Cary Grant 


Drama. Another unscru- 
pulous but likable gambler 
saved for the navy by so- 
ciety girl who amazingly 
falls in love with him. 


The More the 
Merrier (Col.) 
Jean Arthur 
Chas. Coburn 
Joel McCrea 


Three Hearts for 
Julia (MGM) 
Melvyn Douglas 

Ann Sothern 

Felix Bressart 


' Comedy. Domestic spar- 


Comedy based on crowded 
living in Washington, with 
elderly cupid leasing half 
girl’s apartment, sub-leas- 
ing fourth to young ac- 
quaintance. 


ring of returned foreign 


correspondent and wife . 


who in meantime has found 


musical career for herself. 


Hodge podge of vaudeville skits 
slapstick, swing band numbers 
Inane, harmless. 


Although containing material onl 
as censored by Franco regime, edit 
ing and comments by newspaper 
men reveal tragedy of revolutioi 
and hopelessness of present em 
phasis. Revealing. 


Some good incidental comedy con 
trasts strangely with unmotivate 
forays into heavy drama. Questio: 
able ethics. Good craftsmanship 1% 
an unconvincing tale. 


Casual as to word and deed, occa 
sionally satirical, sometimes border 
ing on risque, this is spontaneor 
adult comedy. 


Much ado about not much of any 
thing. 


Hallam, Pa., $1,000 was given to Get- 
tysburg College, and $300 to the Ladies’ 
Aid of St. James Lutheran Church, 
Gettysburg, the Rev. Ralph R. Gresh 
pastor. 


Mrs. William H. Manges 


of Spring Grove was elected president 
of the Central Pennsylvania Synodical 
Missionary Society at the May conven- 
tion in Messiah Church, Harrisburg. 
Mrs. Manges will serve three years. 
She has been active in missionary 
work, over the years, once having 
seryed as president of the old West 
Penn Synod Missionary Society. 


The York District Luther League met 
April 27 in St. Peter’s Church, North 
York, the Rev. Howard O. Walker pas- 
tor. About 125 youth from the district 
were in attendance. Other meetings of 
‘one kind or another are planned and 
carried out by our enterprising youth. 
The fellowship dinner was held May 18 
at Christ Church and June 18 the Hill- 
side Conference at Edgar Fahs Smith 
Junior High School will be held. 


The Rev. George Laird, pastor of the 
Felton Charge, has resigned and re- 
ported May 8 at Harvard University 
training school for chaplains for a 
month’s basic training. Both Pastor and 
Mrs. Laird united with the Lutheran 
Church at Dallastown, the Rev. S. L. 
Hench pastor. Mrs. Laird will make 
her home in Dallastown for the dura- 
tion. The Lairds have one daughter, 
Ruth. Our best wishes go with Mr. 
Laird in this larger field of service. 


Anniversary at St. Jacob's Church 


The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
present building of St. Jacob’s Church, 
the Rev. Richard S. Shanabrook pastor, 
twas held May 16-19. At the Sunday 
School Rally Mr. William R. Cocklin 
of Dillsburg was the speaker at the 
morning service. In the afternoon Dr. 
J. B. Baker of York preached the an- 
niversary sermon and greetings were 
brought by visiting pastors. The Com- 
mon Service Book was introduced into 
the services of this thriving congrega- 
tion. The Hymnals were purchased by 
the Ladies’ Aid, the church council and 
other groups. Pastor Shanabrook 
preached in the evening on “Faith of 
Our Fathers.” 

The speakers at the gatherings dur- 
ing the week were as follows: the Rev. 
‘'doward O. Walker of York, the Rev. 
aul Gladfelter of Jacobus, Dr. M. R. 
amsher, president of the Synod of 
Central Pennsylvania; and the Rev. 
illiam M. Schwartz of Mt. Wolf, a son 
f the congregation. The building in 
hich the congregation worships cost 
17,000, and since its dedication a quar- 
er of a century ago many improve- 
ents have been made to the building 
ind the grounds. 
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Roanoke College 


A.B. and B.S. degrees, Pre-professional work 
in law, dentistry, medicine, pharmacy, engineer- 
ing, nursing, and social service. Strong Depart- 
ment of Business Administration. 


tional. Member Southern Association. 


Co-educa- 


A group of Naval Aviation Cadets pursues 


own curriculum and 
normal student life. 


For information, address 


does not interfere with 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


Box F Roanoke College 


Student Assistants 


Students from Gettysburg Seminary 
who served in our conference during 
the past school year are: Samuel L. 
Besecker, Trinity, Chambersburg, C. A. 
Neal, D.D., pastor; W. Kent Gilbert and 
J. Benner Weaver, St. Matthew’s, Han- 
over, Dr. H. H. Beidleman pastor; 
Harold S. Knoll, St. Paul’s, Hanover, 
the Rev. Paul L. Foulk pastor; Francis 
B. Myers and David R. Hoover, Christ 
Church, York, the Rev. Gerald Neely 
pastor; Chares E. Ritter, Jr., First, 
Chambersburg, the Rev. Carroll Klug 
pastor; O. Garfield Beckstrand and 
Harry L. Berkebile, St. James, Gettys- 
burg, the Rev. Ralph R. Gresh pastor; 
Walter F. Forker, Trinity, York, the 
Rev. Harold Crouse pastor; Louis F. 
Mertz, Messiah, York, the Rev. William 
Jansen pastor; and George N. Thomp- 
son, St. Matthew’s, York, J. B. Baker, 
D.D., pastor. These men get a good ex- 
perience and prove valuable helpers in 
the churches to which they are assigned. 


So uhe Hersey Vhs 


By H. Paut GerHARD 


At a two-day session of the New 
Jersey Conference of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States 
May 18 and 19 in Epiphany Church, 
Camden, the Rev. Paul C. Weber pas- 
tor, plans were adopted for a social 
missions project, “A Lutheran Home 
for Aged and for Dependent Children.” 

The Rev. C. Donald Heft, pastor of 
St. Mark’s, Oaklyn, was re-elected 
president of the conference for a third 
term. Other officers elected were the 
Rev. H. Paul Gerhard, pastor of Holy 
Trinity, Magnolia, secretary; and the 
Rev. Floyd P. Milleman, Zion, River- 
side, treasurer. This year the office of 
statistician became by action of the 
conference an appointive position. The 
Rev, Harold F. Muffley, pastor of Beth- 
any, Gloucester, the present statistician, 
reported a per capita for the confer- 
ence: Apportionment paid, $2.59; un- 
apportioned, $1.11; current expenses, 


$16.77; making a total contribution for 


Salem, Virginia 


HARTWICK COLLEGE 


ONEONTA—NEW YORK 


The College of the Catskills 
(Co-Educational) 


A Standard Four-Year Christian College 
of Arts and Sciences, approved by the 
Regents of New York State. 


Sponsored by The United Lutheran 
Synod of New York. 


Dedicated to the Education and Training 
of Christian Men and Women. 


CURRICULUM OFFERINGS: 
Liberal Arts, Secondary Teacher Educa- 
tion, Business Administration, Secretarial 
Science, Music, Home Economics, Pre- 
Professional Courses in Theology, Law, 
Medicine, Dentistry, Laboratory Techni- 
cianship, and Social Service. 


New School of Nursing opens 
July 12 


SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE. 
Self-help Opportunities Provided. 


For catalog and book of views address 


Henry J. Arnold, A.M., Ph.D. 
President 


the upkeep of the church, per capita, 


~ $26.98. 


Three new congregations entered as 
members of the conference with a total 
of more than 1,000 confirmed members. 
They are Advent, Trenton, the Rev. 
P. F. Krauch pastor; St. Paul’s, Mt. 
Holly, the Rev. Leonard Good pastor; 
St. Paul’s, Beachwood, the Rev. P. M. L. 
Rowoldt pastor. 

C. E. Krumbholz, D.D., of the De- 
partment of Welfare, addressed the 
conference at the Lutheran World 
Action Rally Tuesday evening, May 18. 
A service flag containing four stars for 
more than 1,000 conference members in 
the service was displayed. The blue 
stars represented 990 men, 18 women, 3 
pastors, and the gold star six men 
who lost their lives or are missing. 
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The Rev. Floyd P. Milleman was in- 
stalled as pastor of Zion Church, River- 
side, May 2, by the Rev. C. Donald 
Heft, president of the New Jersey Con- 
ference. Pastor Milleman served in his 
first parish, Holy Communion, Berlin, 
for eleven years, during which time the 
charter membership of seventy-five 
was increased to a baptized member- 
ship of 310. 


The choir of the Church of Our Sav- 
iour, Haddonfield, the Rev. Donald F. 
Irvin pastor, presented a choral Vesper 
Service which was sung in Gregorian 
Plain Song, on Passion Sunday. The 
psalms were sung antiphonally. This 
ancient plain song by its strength, dig- 
nity, and beauty and its long use in 
the church alone, is peculiarly adapted 
to the worship of God. 


EWBERRY 
N (College 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
A four-year Liberal Arts accredited 
co-educational college. 
Owned and controlled by the South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama and Flor- 
ida Synods of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. 

Located in the “Iodine Center” of 
the nation and the equable climate of 

the Piedmont region. 
Well-rounded program of student 
activities; personal attention; home- 


like atmosphere; reasonable expenses. 


Aiding war effort, accelerated pro- 
gram enables student to graduate 
within less than three calendar years. 


“A College where first things are put 
first.” 


For catalog write 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 


College and High School Graduates 

Start June 14 on intensive preparation in 

Shorthand and Typing to dende r needed and 

profitable service! Send copy of transcript. 
S. M. FUNK, Ph.D., President 


sen 


Hagerstown, Md. 


At the meeting of the Camden Min- 
isterial Association held in Advent 
Church, Mt. Ephraim, the Rev. William 
J. Leifeld pastor, Dr. S. White Rhyne, 
executive secretary of the Parish and 
Church School Board, discussed the 
declining church school enrollment and 
plans for leadership education for 
church school teachers. The Rev. H. 
Paul Gerhard of Magnolia presented 
for discussion, “Music in the Services 
of the Church.” 


Lent and Easter echoes bring good 
reports from many of our congrega- 
tions. Epiphany Church, Camden, the 
Rev. Paul C. Weber pastor, reports the 
largest communions on Ash Wednesday 
and Invocavit Sunday as the largest 
communion in the history of the church. 
A three-hour Good Friday service was 
conducted for the people of Camden in 
Epiphany Church. The preachers on 
the Seven Words were the Rey. C. 
Donald Heft, Oaklyn; George R. 
Deisher, Jr., and Christian M. Hansen, 
Camden; Dr. William M. Weaver, West 
Collingswood; William J. Leifeld, Mt. 
Ephraim; Harry S. Bowman, Runne- 
mede; and Floyd A. Paules, Ascension, 
Haddon Heights. 


Pre-Confirmation Rallies 

were held in the Camden area and its 
shore district. In Our Saviour, Had- 
donfield, the Rev. Donald F. Irvin pas- 
tor, the Rev. William J. Ducker, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Intermediate 
Luther League, spoke to two hundred 
catechumens of the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod and the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. The members of the 
shore churches heard the Rev. Earl S. 
Erb, secretary of the Christian Educa- 
tion Board of the Ministerium, in Zion 
Church, Egg Harbor City, the Rev. 
Frederick H. Goos pastor. 


At St. John’s Church, Westville, the 
Rev. Ralph I. Shockey pastor, reports 
that at the Palm Sunday service, 27 
young people and adults were received 
into the membership of the church, and 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


SELINSGROVE, PA. 


G. Morris Smith, D.D., LL.D., President 
“The Thoughts of Youth are Long, Long Thoughts” 
While Susquehanna University is now educating 
325 prospective aviation cadets in basic college 


subjects, she announces her regular curricula for 
civilian students as follows: 


may accelerate graduation. Fall term begins 


Liberal Arts (A.B.) 

Business Education (B.S.) 

Music Education (B.S.) 
THE SUMMER TERM 


divided into two sessions of six weeks each, be- 
ginning June 7, 1943. By entering now the student 


Sep- 


tember 16, 1943. 


The Library 
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For catalog write—SECRETARY OF ADMISSIONS 


by .baptism 16 infants and adult mem- 
bers were admitted into the fellowship 
of the Christian Church. The Palm 
Sunday services closed with a reunion 
of confirmation classes, at which time a 
service was held in honor of the men 
serving in the armed forces. 

Prior to this celebration the sacristy 
had been redecorated, the intermediate 
assembly room in the church school 
was made more worshipful by the ad- 
dition of a dossal, and an altar with 
cross and candles, pulpit and lectern. 
A fund was begun for the purchase of 
a new pipe organ for the church. 


Prior to the Lenten season a confer- 
ence on Evangelism for congregational 
leaders was held in Holy Trinity, Mag- 
nolia. The leader of the conference, Dr. 
G. H. Bechtold, D.D., said that the con- 
gregation was an expanded family of 
Christian believers and it becomes the 
congregation’s first task to maintain the 
integrity of this Christian family. He 
said that the greatest blight in social 
life is divorce, and in the church the 
great blight is those who divorce them- 
selves from the church. The integrity 
of the Christian family which each con- 
gregation is called upon to maintain 
was bought with a great cost, namely, yi 
the Blood of Christ. Dr. Bechtold con- 
cluded by stating that “when the group 
that can do the most fails, then the 
church fails. Evangelism is a spirit, nol 
an organization.” 

Nine congregations were aoe 
by their pastors and leaders in evan- 
gelism: Holy Communion, Berlin, Floyd 
P. Milleman; Our Saviour, Haddonfield, 
Donald F. Irvin; St. Luke’s, West Col- 


Magnolia, H. Paul Gerhard; St. Mark’s 
Oaklyn, C. Donald Heft; Advent, Mt 
Ephraim, Wm. J. Leifeld; Trinity, Run- 
nemede, Harry S. Bowman; Ascension 
Haddon Heights, Floyd A. Paules. 


PERSONAL : 


The Rev. Robert R. Clark resigne 
as pastor of the Hartleton Charge 0 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod to ac 
cept the call of the Port Royal Pastor: 
ate of the same synod June 1. 


The Rev. John W. Cobb of Rock 
Mount, N. C., has accepted the call o 
the Blacksburg Charge of the Virgini 
Synod, effective June 1. Mr. Cobb 
served Trinity Church, Rocky Moun 


Seminary in 1939, and dedicated t 
new church in the parish May 30, 194 


After a pastorate of four years, t 
Rev. George L. Schroyer has resign 
as pastor of St. Peter’s Church, Ca: 
den, -Ind., to accept a call to becom 
pastor of ‘the Middletown Parish of 
Indiana Synod, effective June 1. 


The Luther 


\ 


Dr. J. Henry Harms Honored 


Sunpay,, May 16, at the morning 
service, the Lutheran Church of the 
Holy Communion, Philadelphia, hon- 
ored its pastor, J. Henry Harms, D.D., 
upon his completion of twenty-five 
years as pastor of the congregation. 
'The anniversary sermon was preached 
‘by J. Edward Harms, D. D., of St. John’s 
Church, Hagerstown, Md., a brother of 
Dr. J. Henry Harms. Dr. Edward Harms 
‘brought an arresting message on “The 
Church Glorious,” which stressed the 
permanent values of the Christian 
Church. 

At the conclusion of' the service 
members of the congregation offered 
their congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. 
Harms. Standing with the latter were 
their two daughters, Mrs. Walter C. 
Beasley of Lynchburg, Va., and Mrs. 
J. EK. Slaughter, Jr., of Louisville, Ky., 
both of whom paid surprise visits to 
Philadelphia in honor of the occasion. 

On the following Wednesday evening 
a testimonial dinner, held in the parish 
house of the church, was given by the 
congregation for Dr. and Mrs. Harms. 
Greetings were brought by Emil E. 
Fischer, D.D., president of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania; the Rev. Bela 
Shetlock, president of the Philadelphia 
‘Conference of the Ministerium; E. A. E. 
Palmquist, D.D., executive secretary of 
the Philadelphia Federation of 
Churches; and Mrs. William T. Tonner, 
representing the congregation. An ap- 
‘preciative gift of money from the con- 
gregation was presented by Dr. Henry 
G. Deininger, chairman of the commit- 
‘tee on arrangements. Mr. Harry Hodges, 
executive secretary of the Board of 
‘Pensions of the U. L. C. A. and vice- 
president of the church council, pre- 
sided. 

Dr. Harms, who is president of the 
Board of Publication, before coming to 
Holy Communion was president of 
Newberry College, and bears the dis- 
tinction of being the youngest incum- 
bent of a college presidency in the 
United Lutheran Church. He is es- 
‘teemed as one of the distinguished 
preachers and writers of the Church. 

_ The Church of the Holy Communion 
has had only four pastors in the 
‘seventy-three years of its history. The 
congregation began worshiping in its 
present building in 1903. Dr. Harms’ 
predecessor was the late Dr. E. P. 
Pfatteicher. 

_ The pastorate of Dr. Harms has been 
marked by conspicuous success in 
‘meeting the pressing problems of a 
downtown church, and by the love and 
loyalty of the members and visiting 
‘worshipers of the church. He himself, 
in a delightful response to paeans of 
praise, paid large tribute to the “lady of 
the parsonage.” 


June 9, 1943 


(Co-educational) 


LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE 


C,. A. Rudisill Library 
HICKORY, N. C. 


Owned and controlled by The United Evangelical Lutheran Synod of North Carolina. 
Fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees. 


Pre-professional, Teachers’, 


Business Gece Wem and Music Courses. 


Expenses $380.00 to $400.00. 
For information and catalogue, write 


P. E. MONROE, President—LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE, HICKORY, N. C. 


ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 

A church in the Philadelphia Area desires 
applications with references for a poones as 
organist and choirmaster. Address all inquiries 
and applications to: A. J. A., c/o The Lutheran, 
13th and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


PARADISE FALLS 
LUTHERAN ASSOCIATION 


At the May meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Paradise Falls Lu- 
theran Association, Cresco, Pa. the 
Rev. David Goodwin Jaxheimer, pastor 
of Christ Lutheran Church, Freeport, 
Long Island, N. Y., was elected pres- 
ident of the Association. He succeeds 
the late Rev. Harvey 8S. Kidd. 

It was announced at this meeting 
that Paul J. Hoh, D.D., of the Philadel- 
phia Seminary faculty had been se- 
cured as the guest preacher for the en- 
tire summer season. Church services 
and Sunday school sessions are con- 
ducted on the grounds of the Associa- 
tion every Sunday throughout the 
season. 

A girls’ camp has been successfully 
conducted for a number of years by the 
Association in a segregated section of 
the grounds along beautiful Paradise 
Creek. With vacations regarded vital 
to the physical health of the nation in 
wartime, Paradise Falls, just 100 miles 
from New York and Philadelphia, and 
easily accessible by train, bus and au- 
tomobile, anticipates another successful 
season. 

The office of vice-president of the 
Association has just been vacated by 
the unexpected death of Mr. George 
Haag of North Wales, Pa. The other 
officers are: Frederick H. Knubel, D.D., 
LL.D., honorary president; the Rev. 
Harry P. C. Cressman of Allentown, 
Pa., secretary; and Erwin W. Moyer, 
Philadelphia, treasurer-manager. 

Davi G. JAXHEIMER. 


Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 


J M. HALL, INC. 14 W. 40th St., New York 
Tel. CHickering 4-3306 
Address all Shere nonnenicn to Miss J. Hall, 
Delhi, New York. Tel. Delhi 33F21 


American Distributor of Stained Glass Windows 
for James Powell & Sons, Ltd., London, England. 


Nursing Service Urgently Needed 
Help Your Country and Yourself 
TRAIN TO BE A PRACTICAL NURSE 
THE VOCATIONAL HOSPITAL TRAINING 
SCHOOL FOR PRACTICAL NURSES 
A Nationally Recognized School 
OFFERS WOMEN FROM 18 to 50 
A NINE MONTHS’ COURSE 
Eight Classes a Year. 

Next Classes begin July 15 and September 1 


Write for information 


VOCATIONAL HOSPITAL, INC. 
5511 Lyndale Ave., S., Minneapolis, Minn. 


Church 
Burnitare 
GOLD LEAR WOOD UooOD MEMORIAL 
CROSSES TABLETS 
Chancel ALTERATIONS 


De fsorc éDeliore 


ISOS RACE ST.~ PHILADELPHIA-PA. 
> ALLENTOWN: PA * NEW YORK: =- 
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Me tes 
Pa: SPIERS STUDIOS, inc. 


5 FIFTH AVENUE—NEW YORK 
STUDIOS: PATERSON, N. J- 


STAINED GLASS ee 


BRONZE TARE oe 
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Organist for Forty Years 


Mr. I. H. Bartholomew, organist and 
choir director of Holy Trinity Church, 
Bethlehem, Pa., was honored May 2. 
The bulletin and the flowers on the 
altar were the gift of the choir in honor 
of their leader, who has served this 
congregation for forty years. He has 
known every pastor of the congrega- 
tion and has been part of the congrega- 
tion for the greater part of its ex- 
istence. 

In addition to his regular duties, he 
found time to write various types of 
church music, has had a perfect at- 
tendance record for twenty-two years 
in church and Sunday school, officiated 
on fifty-seven pipe organs at recitals, 
weddings and anniversary occasions, 
including twenty-one organs in the city 
of Bethlehem, and has played 137 or- 
gan and choir recitals in Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 

At a dinner at which Mr. Bartholo- 
mew was the guest of honor the choir 
presented him with a volume entitled 
“How Music Grew,” and at the Sunday 
morning service Mr. Charles Eberts, 
chairman of the Music Committee, pre- 
sented him with a handsome music case 
in the name of the congregation. 

The pastor of this congregation is the 
Rev. Benjamin Lotz. 


The Wagner College 
One-Course Study Plan 


CONGREGATIONS 


Auburn, Ind. During the past two 
years St. Mark’s congregation ad- 
vanced from twelfth place in com- 
municant membership in the Indiana 
Synod to seventh. Two years ago they 
paid $325 on benevolence, and the last 
year $793; redecorated the basement at 
a cost of $325; purchased new hymnals 
for both Sunday school and church; 
and made other needed improvements 
in the parsonage and church buildings 
to the amount of $500. Bonds were 
purchased in the sum of $3,750, to be 
used for the erection of a parish school 
building. 

The church auditorium is well filled 
with worshipers every Sunday. Last 
year 219 persons had a perfect com- 
munion record; 51 young people are 
in the service, with one gold star upon 
the service flag. 

The Lutheran World Action quota 
was met in full in St. Mark’s and Zion 
congregations and a daily vacation 
Bible school opened May 31. Eighty- 
two copies of THe LUTHERAN are mailed 
each week to St. Mark’s congregation. 

Zion congregation, a strictly rural 
church, advanced from 25 communing 
members to 69 and from paying $25 per 
year benevolence to $60. Zion also 
placed a basement with furnace under 
their present building at a cost of $2,300, 


A New Way to Go to College— 


One Course, One Month at a Time 


The Essentials of a New Idea in Education 
1. Only one course, every day, five days each week, for four 


weeks. 


Work in each course equivalent to semester of 


study under usual college plans. 


. New courses every four weeks throughout year. Student 
may leave or enter at end of any four weeks’ unit. Usual 
four academic years of work may be completed in 2 years 


and 7 months. 


Tuition, $40.00. Room and Board, $44.00. 


Especially adapted to help students with only a few months 
before service in the armed forces. 


Write 


Wagner Memorial Lutheran College 
STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK CITY 


Next unit—fifth—begins May 31 
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and paid for them in ful. Dedication 
services will be held June 27. 

The Rev. Allen K. Trout, pastor, 
preached the baccalaureate sermon to 
the 1943 graduating class of Auburn 
High Schools and carries an active 
civic and farm bureau program. 


Lancaster, Pa. The Men’s Bible Class 
of Grace Church, Dr, Allen L. Benner 
pastor, observed their thirty-fifth an- 
niversary with a dinner on the evening 
of May 17. Mr. Edward Shotzberger, © 
co-teacher with the pastor, was toast- 
master on this occasion. The invocation © 
was given by the Rev. Arnold P. Spohn, 
assistant pastor; a tribute to the former 
teachers by Mr. M. Luther Heisey; a 
bit of history by Mr. James I. Pyle. | 
The anniversary speaker was Dr. Cecil 
C. Hine, pastor of Atonement Lutheran — 
Church, New York City, who was an | 
associate pastor of the congregation. | 

f 


SYNODS 


The eighty-first annual convention of the © 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada will be - 
held in St. Peter’s Church, Bornholm, R. R. 1, | 
Logan Township, Ontario, the Rev. William 
Schultz pastor, June 15-18. The convention will | 
open with the Service of Holy Communion 


Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. C. H. Little, Sec. 


The fifteenth annual convention of the 
Florida Synod will be held June 14-16 in St. 
Paul’s Church, Tampa, Fla., the Rev. Robert E. | 
Van Deusen pastor. The convention will open 
with the Holy Communion June 14 at 8.00 P. M. 


President N. D. Yount will preach the sermon. | 
Henry V. Kahlenberg, Sec. 


tar VT Ne 


| 

The fifteenth annual convention of the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York will be held at 
St. Peter’s Church, 54th Street and Lexington 
Avenue, New York City, June 21-24. The con- 
vention will open with The Service and Holy 
Communion Monday, June 21, at 8.00 P. M., at 
St. Peter’s Church. Sessions will be held daily 
at 9.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. at the church. The 
Service of Ordination will be held Wednesday 
evening, June 23, at 8.00 o’clock. 

All candidates for ordination and pastors de- 
siring admittance to the synod will make their 
arrangements direct with the chairman of the 
Examining Committee, the Rev. Walter M. 
Ruccius, 95 Mead St., Hempstead, L. I., N. Y. 

Paul C. White, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


- The fifteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Florida 
Synod will be held June 14-16 in St. Paul's 
Church, Tampa, Fla., the Rev. Robert E. Van 
Deusen pastor. The first session will be the 
Communion Service, Monday evening, held in 
conjunction with synod. 
Mrs. Henry V. Kahlenberg, Sec. 


The 1943 convention of the Wartburg Synod’s 
Women’s Missionary Society will be held in St. 
John’s Church, Springfield, Ill., the Rev. W. W. 
Roth pastor, June 23 and 24. 

Mrs. Wilbert Nodolf, Sec. 


The Northern Conference of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the Georgia-Alabama 
Synod will meet at the Church of the Messiah, | 
Atlanta, Ga., June 10. Margaret Wight. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 


The Sunday School Convention of the New 
Market Conference will meet June 16 and 17 in 
Beth Eden Church, Stony Man Parish, Luray, | 
Va., the Rev. B. D. Castor pastor. 

A. K. Yount, Sec. 


AN IMPOSTOR 


A man going under the name of J. A. Betz 
has been calling at Lutheran parsonages in 
eastern Pennsylvania, soliciting financial as- 
sistance.. He claims to be a member of a Lu-| 
theran church in Minneapolis and. uses the! 
names of Dr. Stub and Dr. Wilke as references. 
He is unknown to them and an ete 8 


j 
i 
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The Lutheran 


OBITUARY 
George Michael Diffenderfer, D.D. 


The West Pennsylvania Conference of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod lost a_ noted 
preacher in the death of Dr. George M. Diffen- 
derfer of Carlisle, Pa., May 17, in the Carlisle 
Hospital, at the age of seventy-four years. 

George Michael Diffenderfer was born at East 
Petersburg, Pa., January 5, 1869, the son of 
Emanuel and Frances (Kneier) Diffenderfer. 
He was graduated from Gettysburg College in 
1893 and three years later from Gettysburg 
Seminary. In 1896 he received his Master’s 
degree from Gettysburg College. 

June 30, 1896, he married Laura A. Diehl, 
and this union was blessed by two children— 
Isabel R. and George M. Diffenderfer. 

His first pastorate was at Newport, Pa., 1896- 
1900. He then became pastor of the First Lu- 
theran Church, Carlisle, Pa., and d g this 
pastorate the present $130,000 church was 
erected. Here he served as chairman of the 
committee that raised $125,000 to establish and 
build the Carlisle Hospital. For forty years he 
served as_a trustee of the Tressler Orphan 
Home at Loysville, Pa., and for a time was 
vice-president of the board. For ten years he 
was chaplain of the Carlisle Indian School, and 
for one year 1910-11, was lecturer on compara- 
tive religion at Dickinson College in Carlisle. 

At the termination of his Carlisle pastorate 
he became executive secretary of the Pastors’ 
Fund and was in charge of its pension funds, 
and continued in that capacity until the first 
World War, when he became a chaplain with 
the rank of major. He served at Newport 
News, Virginia, as camp pastor and later was 
elected a member of the Committee on Army 
and Navy Chaplains. In 1934 he was chosen 
editor of The Army Chaplain, a position he 

held for two years. 

) At the close of the war he returned to the 
® pastorate, and became pastor of Luther Place 
Memorial Church, Washington, D. C., April 1, 
1919, serving there until 1931. By his energy, 
forcefulness, administrative ability and pulpit 
power he endeared himself to his people. e 
™@took an active part in the work of Lutheranism 
Sin the capital of the nation and of interdenom- 
inational work. Improvements were made to 
the property, a parsonage was purchased, and 
"the Common Service Book introduced for use 
# at the services. Upon retirement from the active 
ministry, Dr. Diffenderfer moved to Carlisle, Pa. 

The funeral service was held in Carlisle with 
the Rev. Dr. Harry L. Saul in charge. Inter- 
ment took place in Gettysburg, Pa. 

Paul Levi Foulk. 


The Rev. Alfred Bernard Moldenke, Ph.D. 


son of a Lutheran pastor, the Rev. Dr. Edward 
F. Moldenke, shared with his father the dis- 
tinction of being pastor of St. Peter’s Church, 
54th and Lexington Ave., New York City. To- 
gether father and son served this congrega- 
tion for seventy-three years. 
Dr. Alfred Moldenke was born in New York 

City December 15, 1871. He finished his earthly 
m™ pilgrimage April 5, 1943. 
{ He was confirmed by his father in St. Peter’s. 
His academic education was received at Colum- 
bia Grammar School and Columbia College, 
receiving his A.M. in 1891 and his Ph.D. in 1893. 
His theological studies were completed at the 

Universities of Halle and Berlin. 
He was ordained by the New York Minis- 
)terium at its convention in Zion Church, Brook- 
lyn, in 1896. Immediately thereafter he became 
associate pastor of St. Peter’s. After his father’s 
death in 1904 he became the pastor and was 
still in active pastoral relationship with the 
congregation when an unanticipated heart at- 
tack brought his noteworthy career as pastor, 
scholar and leader to a close. 

Under his leadership St. Peter’s erected its 
present Gothic church in 1905, a parsonage in 

1924, and a modern parish house in 1925. 
j Dr. Moldenke had special abilities as a 
Semitic scholar, and was the author of several 
books on topics connected with Assyriology, 
among them several volumes of translations of 
“the Cuneiform texts in the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art, New York. A brother, Dr. Charles 
*)E. Moldenke, also deceased, was an Egyptologist 
especially known for his translation of the in- 
scriptions on the obelisk in Central Park. 
f his union with Emma Lenore Dunkak 
there were born two sons, deceased through 
monoxide poison with seven other fraternity 
brothers in the Theta Chi house on the campus 
Yet Dartmouth College. Their mother died in 
41935. Dr. Moldenke’s second wife, Louise Julia 
)Helbing, survives him. 

The funeral service in St. Peter’s Church on 
April 8 was followed by interment in Kensico 
Cemetery the following day. C. K. Fegley. 


Martin Ruccius, D.D. 


a pioneer of the Church Militant, became a 
Wmember of the Church Triumphant when he 
passed away April 29 at his home’ in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada. Illness as the result of a 
heart ailment and several strokes since the be- 
ginning of 1943 finally broke his strength. 

_ Martin Ruccius was born the second oldest 


son of Pastor Wilhelm Ruccius and Ida (nee 
)Pohimann) October 4, 1865, in Pessin, Branden- 


Wuune 9, 1943 


Busy—But Not Too Busy! ! 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE 


is a beehive of activity training Air Cadets, but it still has time 
to provide a limited number of young men and women with 
a Liberal Arts Education. Apply now to: 


Henry W. A. Hanson, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


burg, Germany. He received his early education 
at high schools in Stendal and Neuruppin. After 
graduation he served with the army for one 
year and then studied theology at the univer- 
sities of Berlin and Greifswald. 

With the assistance of the “Lutheran Pastoral 
Aid Society for the Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica,” the deceased came to America in June 
1892. After spending several Sundays in Roch- 
ester, N. Y., substituting in the pulpit for Dr. 
Nicum, he went to Elmira, Ontario, Canada, 
where he was ordained August 3, 1892, by the 
Canada Synod. On his way to western Canada 
he stopped over at Winnipeg and received his 
first call—Trinity Lutheran Church. May 16, 
1894, he married Wilhelmine Wagner. | . 

It was while serving his first congregation in 
Winnipeg that Dr. Ruccius together with Pas+ 
tors F. Pempeit, E. Berthold, and W. Willing 
organized the Synod of Manitoba and Other 
Provinces July 22, 1897. Dr. Ruccius became the 
first president of this hody. He served as pas- 
tor of Zion Church, Neudorf, Sask., 1898-1901. 
For almost three years after serving this rural 
parish he was unable to continue in the office 
of the ministry owing to an eye affliction which 
he contracted while on his prolonged travels 
during the cold winter months. From 1904 to 
1909 he served Trinity Church, South Edmonton, 
Alta. After having occupied the post of super- 
intendent of missions for a short time (1909- 
1910), he for the second time accepted a call 
to Trinity Church in Winnipeg. It was under 


the forceful and energetic leadership of Dr. 
Ruccius that this congregation once again en- 
joyed years of growth and progress. 

In 1927 Dr. Ruccius retired from the active 
ministry owing to a heart ailment and also 
with the desire that his successor should carry 
on work to a greater extent in the English lan- 
guage. During his retirement he took an active 
interest in the Lutheran Church in Canada; he 
supplied pulpits during vacancies and showed a 
keen interest in conference and synodical con- 
ventions. From 1929 to 1941 he served the synod 
well as editor of Der Synodalbote, and from 
1933 to 1941 as treasurer. 

The funeral service was held May 4 in the 
church which he served and loved, and of 
which he was a member since his retirement: 
Trinity Church in Winnipeg. The Service was 
conducted by the pastor of the church, the Rev. 
H. T. Lehmann. The addresses were delivered 
by Pastor Lehmann and Pastor A. Goos, pres- 
ident of synod. ; 

The deceased is mourned by his widow; seven 
daughters: Mrs. J. Bergbusch, Mrs. E. G. Goos, 
Mrs. G. Wiedenroth, Mrs. E. S. Rosenquist, 
Mrs. A. Blackwell, Katherine and Gertrude 
Ruccius; and four sons, Walter, Fred, Martin, 
and Adalbert; and by the Synod of Manitoba 
and members of Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Memorials have been established in memory 
of the deceased by the Synod of Manitoba, the 
Manitoba Conference, and various organizations 
of Trinity Church, Winnipeg. H. T. Lehmann. 
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For Those in SERVICE 


and Those at Home 


SERVICE KIT 


This practically designed kit includes the Army and Navy Service 
Book bound up much more substantially than in the regular edition, 
combined through the use of a slip cover with a New Testament sup- 
plemented by a special section of “Prayers for Service Men.” ‘ 


Available either in Khaki or Blue Cloth Board Binding, neatly 


PRAYERS FOR PRIVATE DEVO- 
TIONS IN WARTIME. Edited by 
W. L. Sperry. 

This book seeks to bring together the 
best prayers of Christendom that voice 
the spiritual needs of a people during 
days of wartime stress. This book is 
for those who are carrying on their 
usual tasks, 

Heavy boards at $1.00; Manila paper 
covers, 75c a copy; 60c in lots of 100. 


UPON THIS ROCK. By 
Emile Cammaerts. 
The author lost his son in 
battle—and tells other par- 
ents how he found a con- 
soling faith “The book 
ought to be bread, meat 
and medicine to parents as 
the casualty lists of this 
war pour in upon us.” Dr. 
Joseph Fort Newton. 
Price, $1.00. 


A MEMORIAL SERVICE for Those Who 
Die in the Service of Our Country. 
A selection of lessons, hymns and 
prayers prepared by the Common 
Service Book Committee. Card Cover. 
Price, 15¢e each; $1.50 a dozen; $10.00 
a 100. 


A Suitable Color Folder 


FAITH OF OUR FATHERS 


No. 101. A color bulletin particu- 
larly suitable for patriotic or memo- 
rial services. Size, 54% x 8% inches 
folded. 

100 — $1.50 ° 500 — $6.00 

250 — $3.75 1,000 — $10.00 


Samples of other bulletins for patriotic 
services on request 


banded in red, white and blue. 


PRAYERS IN TIME OF WAR FOR 
CHURCH AND HOME. Prepared by 
the Common Service Book Committee. 
A group of forty prayers through 
which church members in the service 
of the congregation or in their family 
worship may voice their pleas in re- 
gard to the many needs arising from 
the war. Size, 454 x 6% in. 

Price, 15c each; $1.50 a dozen; $10.00 
a 100. 


PRAYERS FOR THE SERV- 
ICE MAN. A selection of 
prayers in pamphlet form 
for presentation to all who 
go into service and for dis- 
tribution by chaplains. 


Price, 10c each; $1.00 a 
dozen; $6.00 a 100. 


STRENGTH FOR SERVICE 
TO GOD AND COUNTRY. 
Compiled by Norman E. Nygaard. 
A book of daily devotions by 370 con- 
tributors and specifically intended to 
encourage and comfort those active in 
the armed forces of our nation. Size, 
5 x 5 in. Flexible cloth. Khaki or Blue. 
Price, 75c; $7.50 a dozen. 


A Fitting Tribute 


Walnut Roll of Honor 
Boards are especially fit- 
ting as a tribute to those 
serving their country. 
Send for special circular. 


$1.00. 
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